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By Frank L. Bare 

This represents the first year in 
several years that we are not in 
the midst of preparations for a 
major international event. Next 
year is World Championships 
year, the following (1979) is 
Pan-American Games year and 
then 1980 is the Olympic Games 
once again. During this period of 
time we must gather our talent 
and make firm plans for next 
year’s World Championships in 
France (October 22-29). Next 
year’s USA Championships will 
probably serve as trials for the 
U.S. A. Team to that event. 

The USGF office is looking 
into a number of items for use by 
our teams and also to be made 
available to the gymnastic public. 
This Fall we will provide, for the 
first time, sweaters, sweat-shirts, 
windbreakers and T-shirts with our logo on them. Again, we wish to always 
keep our sport before the American public and this represents another way 
for all of us to advertise gymnastics. 

By way of announcing the size of our sport and its growth we have 
already made public the statement that we now have about 400,000 
gymnasts in America, and the number continues to increase. Another 
statistic which graphically illustrates the growth of our sport is the amazing 
growth in our budget. We are, of course, constantly sending teams to all 
parts of the world. This fiscal year, which spans from September 1, 1976, 
through August 31, 1977, we have already spent more than one million 
dollars in support of our USGF gymnastics program. It is a great step in 
program development and a far cry from the total year’s budget in our first 
year of some thirty-seven thousand dollars. 

All in all we have experienced tremendous growth in numbers and now we 
must turn to the professional approach to an amateur sport that we have 
lacked in years past. Well-planned and conducted national training sessions 
for our national teams. Coaches and judges seminars in every region of the 
USA. The finding and assisting of talented young gymnasts regardless of 
their location. Seeking such things as will do in the 1977 International 
Congress, “open scoring” in international events such as the world games 
and Olympic Games. Drawing of judges (which by the way is already 
becoming a reality this year). The judges will be drawn 30 minutes before 
the FIG event begins, and then they will proceed directly to the floor to 
work . . . leaving little or, hopefully, no time for discussion of relative 
routines, etc. It is a difficult road before us but the way is clear and the 
talent is here. Now to the job of making it all happen. Have a great summer 
and see you in Memphis for the 1977 USGF Congress. 
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You can buy the same quality 
Gymnastic Equipment we furnished 
for the 1976 Olympics in Montreal 

Nissen has only one quality. The equipment 
used at the 1976 Olympics is exactly the same as we 
furnish to thousands of schools and colleges in the 
United States each year. It’s also the same equip- 
ment used for NCAA, USGF, AAU and Junior Col- 
lege championships and countless high school gym- 
nastic meets. For official competition or physical 
education programs, wherever high performance 
and reliability are required, you’ll find Nissen. 

Write for our colorful new catalog. 


r 1 

YES, I want to receive your latest gymnasium equipment 
catalog. 

Name Pos. 


School or Organize 


H RADS 


THE RELIABLE ONES 

Box 1270, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52406 

Phone 319/365-7561 


An Analysis 



USA Championships 

April 21 - 23, 1977 


The Competition 
In Summary 


By Mrs. Jackie Fie, USGF WTC Chairman 


VAULT— COMPETITION 1A 


This exciting event, which was first named and held in 
1976, has now replaced the former Elite National 
Championships as the annual ultimate competitive exper- 
ience for USA women gymnasts. 

The 1977 Regional Elite Competitions in all eight USGF 
Regions qualified 36 new Elite gymnasts. These top women 
gymnasts (less 3— J. Johnson and T. Manville due to injury, 
and L. Pyfer, who competed in Romania at this time), plus 4 
of our returning 1976 USA Championships Top Ten (K. 
Casey, R. Huebner, L. Wolfsberger, and L. Marino) 
entered the competition. All of these fine gymnasts had 
scored 72.00 points during the 76-77 season. 

Each of these talented gymnasts performed both the 1978 
World Games compulsory exercises and optional routines in 
all four events to determine the top 20 places for the 
Saturday Final Competition. It is interesting to note that the 
top 20 gymnasts, who qualified for the Saturday Final 
Competition, all averaged better than a 9.00 average with 
72.150 being the 20th place score in the Preliminaries. These 
same top 20 again averaged over 72.00 AA or 9.0 for the 
combined AA Total, which was computed by taking Vi of 
the compulsory/optional total from the Prelims and adding 
that to the total from the Final AA Competition. 

The results of Saturday's optional competition deter- 
mined, not only the top 6 competitors in each of the four 
events, but also the top 10 All Around performers, who now 
constitute our 1977 USA National Team. 

The 1977 Championships showed tremendous improve- 
ment in our level of international performance. New 
elements of superior risk and new innovative compositions 
were executed with increased technical perfection and 
ultimate amplitude. A new competitive maturity and 
elegance of performance, apparent in even the young 13 and 
14 year old gymnasts, evidenced the years of fine training 
and coaching. Special commendation must go to the top 10 
girls and their dedicated coaches for their achievement. 

We were also very fortunate to have our finest and most 
experienced judges, all of whom possess a certification by 
the International Federation of Gymnastics (FIG). Their 
work was of the highest quality — unbiased and consistent in 
scoring commensurate with the actual performances 
rendered. 


By Karen Patoile, Head Judge 

Judges: Sharon Weber, Sharon Valley, Sandy Thielz 

The Vaults performed were generally clean in form with 
only minor errors in body position and direction. The twists 
in the pre-flight were well defined. It was obvious when the 
half was not achieved, but no twist was incomplete to the 
extreme of voiding the vault. 

The second phase twists tended to be lacking the 
timing that produces a very dynamic vault, appearing slow 
rather than very quick. The second flight phase for most 
vaulters was long, but often lacked the desired height. This 
was due in part to staying on the horse too long, resulting in 
late repulsion. 

The landing is becoming a lesser problem with more and 
more of the girls. It was exciting to see so many solidly 
“stuck” landings. 

I was very impressed with the performance of the vault at 
this early stage as the compulsory vault and definitely feel 
the USA gymnasts will be intensely competitive with this 
vault internationally, if they continue to progress as rapidly 
as they have in the past few months. 

Merilyn Chapman (Diablo) showed the best vault which 
scored 9.55. She had clean twists, tight body form and a 
solid landing. Merilyn was followed closely by Denise 
Cheshire (9.450) and Sharon Shapiro (9.350) from 
Gymnastics Olympica and Donna Turnbow (9.400) of the 
Kips. 

Compulsory vaulting was definitely not the undoing of 
most of the girls who did not finish in the top twenty 
all-around. These girls scored in the 9.300 to 9.050 range, 
indicating the general strength of all the competitors in 
performing the Zi - Vi vault. 

VAULT— COMPETITION IB 

The required two different vault rule and the exclusion of 
the easier vaults from the competitors repertoire definitely 
has increased the overall quality of the vaulting event. 
Optional vault was exciting and very enjoyable to judge, for 
once! 

The Tsukahara vault was the most popular with sixteen 
performed in tuck position and ten in the pike position. The 



girls are showing notable precision in all phases of these 
vaults. Now that the on-horse position does not have to be 
stated, the girls can concentrate on the more important 
aspects of repulsion and quick rotation. The after-flights are 
getting longer without sacrificing height. Legs coming apart 
during the pre-flight was the most significant deduction in 
leg form, with these and others being minor. The greatest 
deduction for form errors came because of lack of complete 
body extension before the landing, or not clearly defining 
the tuck position. Direction continues to be a problem for 
some, resulting usually from poor pre-flight clarity. The 
majority are landing these vaults with more confidence 
than the twisting vaults. 

The highest scoring Tsukaharas during competition 1-B 
were achieved by Sharon Shapio (Gymnastics Olympica) 
and Leslie Wolfsberger (SCATS) at 9.450 followed closely 
by Andra Turner (SCATS) and Liz Marino (SCGC) at 
9.400. Of these four vaults, only Leslie’s was tucked, the 
others were piked. 

The handspring with full twist was next in popularity with 
twenty-one performed. The range of average scores on this 
vault — 8.550 to 9.600— is an indication of the variety of 
execution and technique seen for this vault. 

Those receiving lower averages were deducted severely for 
lack of repulsion and very, early, twist with the first / to Vi 
of the full completed while still on the horse; or an on horse 
position with shoulders and head extremely out of line with 
the rest of the body. Several had such high pre-flight or on 
horse positions they were unable to achieve the necessary 
height in the after-flight needed to complete the twist in time 
to prepare for the landing. The landings were generally 
insecure. 

The vaults that scored high were very dynamic with quick, 
clean twists completed before the descent of the after-flight. 
The height and distance of the after-flight were combined to 
show a very balanced vault. Also, the landings were solid! 
Kolleen Casey (St. Paul Turners) once again showed her 
mastery of this vault scoring an 9.700 which easily could 
have been a 9.900 had she stuck the landing. Following 
closely behind were Lisa Cawthron (Texas) scoring 9.600 
and Kathy Johnson (Louisiana) whose after-flight is so long 
she seems to have all the time in the world to finish the twist. 

There were four Yamashita — full twists used, each 
showing high repulsion and good definition of the pike, but 
having trouble with the landing. Jackie Chagnovich (Utah) 
and Julie Goeway (Arizona Twisters) were high scorers at 
9.100. 

Two other vaults were used once. Kolleen Casey (St. Paul 
Turners) used a handspring with 1 Vi twists as her second 
vault, scoring 9.300. Her greatest deductions occurred 
because the twist was not complete upon landing, which also 
emphasized a lack of body stretch. The direction and 
landing also need to be improved. 

Undoubtedly the highlight of the entire optional round 
was Lisa Cawthron’s handspring-front-salto, which earned 
her a much deserved 9.800. Her form is excellent 
throughout all phases, not the “archie” form seen in many 
at Montreal. The repulsion she achieves is so great, she has 
time to completely extend with time to spare before landing. 
The after-flight is over 2 meters in length and the landing on 
this vault was solid. 


Lisa Cawthron besides receiving the highest score in the 
meet also achieved the highest combined vault average, 
9.700 for her two vaults, hand spring- and handspring-full. 

UNEVEN BARS— COMPETITION 2 

By Head Judge: Karen Patoile 

Judges: Sharon Weber, Sharon Valley, Sandy Thielz 

It was very apparent that the overall difficulty level has 
increased and the amount of risk taken by the winning 
routines was extraordinary. Routines that were winning in 
previous competitions, and performed unchanged, were no 
longer of the highest caliber. 

Multiple handstand moves were frequent and it was 
exciting to see so many varied dismounts, including a hecht 
double twist from the low bar; several toe on front saltoes 
done in either direction and saltoes with twists. 

Clear (free) hip circles are finally being done with great 
amplitude, usually right up to the straight arm handstand. 
Also multiple clear hips are being used more. 

The Stalder is becoming a part of more routines, either 
used as a preparation to a drop kip or as a complete circle to 
handstand. One gymnast included a Stalder as part of her 
mount. 

Most of the twenty routines utilized their full swing 
potential. A few included eagles or Zi - Vi in the middle of 
the exercise that definitely seemed to destroy the previous 
rhythmical pattern and looked out of place considering the 
great difficulty of the rest of the routine. 

Falls during the bar routine proved the undoing of 
several, preventing them from scoring high in the all-around 
as they had done in previous championships. 

UNEVEN BARS 

By Dclene Darst, Head Judge 

Judges: Crete Treiber, Linda Choncincki, Shirley Ruhlman 
COMPETITION— 1A 

Much improvement was seen in the performance of the 
compulsory routines. The greatest improvement was shown 
in the casts prior to the underswing shoot one-half turn, and 
the dismount. There was significent improvement in the 
amplitude on the shoot prior to the one-half turn. Everyone 
seemed to have a better understanding of the dismount in 
terms of technique, thus fewer deductions occurred on this 
particular part of the exercise. Not all of the gymnasts 
showed improvement in these areas, but many did which 
was very good to see. Several were showing world class 
performances, and by next year many more will be at that 
same level. Outstanding unever bar compulsories were 
shown by Leslie Russo - 9.55, Donna Turnbow - 9.50, 
Merilyn Chapman - 9.40 and Jackie Chagnovich - 9.40. 

COMPETITION— IB 

Optional uneven bar routines were exciting and of very 
high quality. Several of the girls had very high risk routines 
with few mistakes. A few had major errors on very difficult 
movements, but still managed to perform good routines. 
Only a few had somewhat stock routines performed with 
only minor mistakes. The very best optional performances 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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Analysis Continued 

(Continued from Page 5) 

were shown by Turnbow - 9.75, Russo - 9.60, Chapman - 
9.50, Lisa Cawthron - 9.45 and Kathy Johnson - 9.45. 

BALANCE BEAM 

By Ernie Weaver, Head Judge 

Judges: Gail Davis, Joanne Aschenbrenner, Cheryl Wagner 
COMPETITION IA 

Compulsory beam was poorly executed in most cases. 
There was poor use of space in several cases, namely the cat 
leap, appearing jammed in, and the bent leg turn appearing 
crowded. All the dance turns evidenced less than desirable 
technique, which accounts for the loss of balance errors and 
subsequent execution deductions. In general, the routines 
lacked elegance and dynamics, and showed lack of courage 
or attack in performance. Only 18 of 31 routines scored in 
the 9.0’s. The best routines were performed by: Kathy 
Johnson - 9.50, Kolleen Casey - 9.40, Shannon Colemen - 
9.35 and Sharon Shapiro - 9.30. 

COMPETITION IB 

During optionals 12 of 31 routines scored in the 9.0’s, 
with 16 in the 8.0’s and 3 in the 7.0’s. The lower scores were 
due to one or two falls with additional execution errors 
during performance. The scores reflect the many obvious 
execution errors. In general the performances lack elegance 
and many exercises are performed with the “scared to 
death” look. 

The tumbling difficulties were executed with quickness 
and good technique. The compositions were for the most 
part very nice and well planned. The routines possess much 
more movement and content than ever before. The most 
outstanding routines seen were by: Donna Turnbow - 9.5, 
Andra Turner - 9.4, Donna Kemp - 9.35, and Shari Smith - 
9.30. Kathy Johnson showed excellent dance and tumbling 
movements. 

FLOOR EXERCISE 

By the Head Judge: Joanne Pasquale 

Judges: Erna Wachtel, Audrey Schweyer, Jan Sheriff 

[Canada] 

COMPETITION 1A 

Although the USA Elite gymnasts are mastering the 
compulsory tumbling elements and showing superb tum- 
(Continued on Page 33) 


Varna, Bulgaria: 
Golden Sands 


The men . . . 

By Paul Ziert 

I departed Oklahoma City on Monday, June 6, for Wash- 
ington D.C. to arrange for the visas for our U.S. delegation 
to the Golden Sands Invitational, Varna, Bulgaria. After a 
short night’s sleep, I taxied to the Bulgarian Embassy. At 
10:15 I was admitted and began my appeal. Luckily I have 
been forewarned by Rusty Mitchell that my request would 
probably be denied, and, hence, we would be compelled to 
purchase the visas at the border for $25 per person. RIDIC- 
ULOUS! Consequently, 1 spent several hours refusing to 
leave without the visas. Result: I was given the visas at no 
charge. 

On to New York City where I met up with the rest of the 
U.S. delegation, Scott Crouse, Leslie Wolfsberger, Andra 
Turner, Mike Wilson, and Ron Galimore. At 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, June 7, we departed for Varna. With a four-hour 
delay in Frankfurt, Germany, we decided to visit the 
German Sports School which was only ten minutes away. 
The four gymnasts were allowed to work out, which was 
great for them; Scott and I marveled at the facilities and 
picked the brains of Mr. Kubica and his staff. Back to the 
airport and on to Sophia and Varna. 

We arrived Varna, Bulgaria at 6:00 p.m. on Wednesday 
after a day and a half of travel. We were met by our 
interpreter, Assia, and transported to our hotel. 

Thursday was meeting and work out day. The meeting 
was called for 1 1 :00 a.m. for all the coaches and delegation 
leaders. In addition to the welcomes and introductions we 
were given the timetable of events. Of note here is the fact 
that we were told that the bus would depart for the men’s 
competition at 2:00 p.m. Next the work out — What a sur- 
prise!! One finds it hard to believe how different equipment 
can be. Although both Mike and Ron had been instructed to 
make adjusting to the equipment their primary concern, 
they both had difficulty. Additionally, this was the first time 
we had a chance to see the other competitors. It was inter- 
esting to see that the Russians had sent four very junior 
gymnasts. The girls were 1 1 and 12 years old; the boys were 
13 and were they amazing. The boys were not exceptional on 
floor or vaulting, but they were incredible on the other 
four — Rings — straight arm shoots both directions, whippits, 
and piked double backs. Parallel Bars — stutz hands, back 
hands, diamidovs, and double backs. (They did not show 
these skills well in their routines, but they performed them 
quite well as single stunts. (Pommel Horse — Back moores, 
baileys, hops, etc. Horizontal Bar — inverts, stalders, and 
wild dismounts, one used triple back (unfortunately to his 
head) and the other full in back out — All of their landings 
were weak which would seem to imply the strong use of pits. 

Finally the really big day, Friday, June 10 — the men’s all 
around competition. Our whole group, Scott, the girls, Ron, 
Mike, and I met at the lobby at 1 :50 ready to depart at 2:00. 
Both Mike and Ron seemed ready to GAMBA. Unfortu- 
nately we were informed that “it had been announced that 


the bus would depart at 3:00 p.m.” With the help of Assia 
and the support of the Germans, British, and Canadians, 1 
was able to convince the meet director to depart at 2:15. 
After arriving at the competition site, we were told that we 
could not warm up on the competition equipment . Absurd ! ! 
Right? Right!! So again we acted. We moved onto the floor 
and began to warm up. The meet director immediately in- 
sisted that we leave the floor which we did only after being 
promised sufficient warm up time before the competition 
on the competition equipment. V-V Victory!! 

And then the competition. Our men vaulted first; in fact, 
Mike was the first vaulter of the entire competition — Piked 
Tsukahara, 8.95. Ron did an excellent layed out Tsukahara, 
9.40. These were lower scores than the vaults deserved, but 
we expected that. Our plan: Don’t worry about the scores, 
just don’t miss!! Both Ron and Mike functioned quite well 
within this philosophy, and, as the competition progressed, 
I felt that our performances were better received. Note the 
chart of scores: 

FX PH R V PB HB Total 

Wilson 9.35 9.10 8.60 8.95 8.95 8.90 53.85 

Galimore 9.35 8.35 8.00 9.40 8.70 8.50 52.70 

The above all around results placed Ron 12th and Mike 
6th. It was really great to see an American gymnast on the 
awards stand in the all around. Of special note here was the 
fact that on floor exercise Ron had amazed everyone, in- 
cluding me, by attempting to dismount with a full twisting 
double back. He landed very low on both hands and feet, 
but it must go down as the first or at least one of the first 
times a gymnast had attempted such a feat. Later that 
evening at dinner we were surprised and extremely pleased 
to hear that Mike had qualified for the finals in three events 
— Floor Exercise — tie for third, Pommel horse — 4th, Paral- 
lel bars — 5th — Ron qualified on Floor Exercise — tie for 3rd 
and Vaulting — 1st. Mike was also an alternate on Horizon- 
tal bar. Unfortunately we had to scratch Ron from the finals 
because his ankles were badly swollen from his floor exercise 
dismount. On Saturday the girls competed; hence, we had a 
day of rest and some time to mentally prepare for the 
finals — We wanted a medal!! 

Sunday came, and we were ready. Mike looked very good 
in the warm ups. Floor Exercise — Mike had some minor 
difficulties (extra step in pirouette, step on dismount, etc.) 
but managed a 9.15 for 4th place. Pommel Horse — He was 
missing one C for competition III and got shaky near the 
end but no major breaks . . . 8.55 for 6th place. Parallel 
Bars — Mike put together a very nice routine here ... 9.15 
for 2nd place, a silver medal. Finally the American flag on 



GREAT GREAT!!!” 

All in all, I felt that we competed very successfully. Mike 
Wilson, in his first international competition, performed 
very well with no major breaks in nine routines. He was 
explosive as always and gave an all out performance in most 
cases. Ron Galimore amazed everyone with his tumbling 
and vaulting abilities. Numerous times I was asked, “Why 
not a triple back on floor?” Both of these young men did all 
that they could to make sure that the USA did not go 
unnoticed, 


Rank Name 


GOLDEN SANDS ALL-AROUND FINAL RESULTS 
Country FX PH R V 


HB Total 


1 . Roland Bruckner 

2. O. Banguiev 

3. A. Keranov 

4. Bernd Jensch 

5. Jan Neale 

6. Mike Wilson 

7. Gabriel Popescu 

8. Warren Long 
B. Koldovski 

10. Paul Forselius 

11. Jurgen Geiger 

12. Ron Galimore 


RDA 9.60 

BUL 9.15 

BUL 9.45 

RDA 9.10 

BGR 9.30 

USA 9.35 

ROM 8.85 

CAN 9.05 

TCH 9.30 

SUE 8.65 

RFA 9.10 

USA 9.35 


9.40 9.00 
9.30 9.00 
9.15 8.80 
9.00 8.95 
8.95 8.50 
9.10 8.60 
8.70 8.90 
8.60 8.60 
8.45 8.60 
8.60 8.50 
8.25 8.40 
8.35 8.00 


9.30 9.25 
8.95 9.15 
9.25 9.10 
9.35 8.65 
9.20 8.95 
8.95 8.95 
9.20 8.80 
9.30 8.80 
9.15 8.80 
9.10 8.60 
9.20 8.85 
9.40 8.70 


9.15 55.70 
9.30 54.85 
9.05 54.80 
9.10 54.15 
9.20 54.10 
8.90 53.85 
8.90 53.35 
8.90 53.25 
8.95 53.25 
8.65 53.10 
9.00 52.80 
8.50 52.70 


Coach's Comment: 


Antibes, France, Invitational 


By Jim Fountaine 

The American delegation of gymnast 
Donna Turnbow and her coach, Jim 
Fountaine, departed Los Angeles on 
Tuesday, June 7, to participate in the 
“6th Tournoi Mondial Feminin de 
Gymnastique” in Antibes, France. 

After traveling for 20 hours we were 
met at the airport in Nice, France, by 
Christian Solier, a French gymnastics 
coach. We then traveled by motor car, 
to our hotel in Antibes, about 20 
minutes away. 

We rested the entire day of Wednes- 
day, June 8. On Thursday we were 
given a sightseeing tour of the local 
French Riviera and spent part of the 
day in a small village on the top of a 
hill, Saint Paul. Saint Paul is residence 
of many famous French artists and 
movie stars, including Bridgit Bardot. 

In the afternoon Donna trained in 
the competition facility. She was the 
only gymnast to train at that time. 
When we returned to the hotel, our 
roommates had at last arrived. Donna 
was to room with the two English girls: 
Susan Dando and Lisa Jackmann. I 
roomed with the English coach Bunny 
Warren. We were quite pleased to have 
some one to talk to. In the evening we 
had a very informal reception and met 
all the other delegations. We never did 
find out why Romania and Yugoslavia 
failed to show up. 

After the reception the coaches, 
judges and other officials were taken 
on a bus sightseeing tour of the French 
Riviera coast with a short stop at 
Monte Carlo. I doubt if there is a more 
beautiful coastline in the world. 

The day of the competition was ours 
to do as we wished. Some countries 
trained, but most just relaxed around 
the hotel. Donna and I joined the 
English group and wandered around 
the local beach and shops. 

Warm-up for the competitions began 
at 7:30 p.m. with competition starting 
at 9:30 p.m. The Friday meet deter- 
mined All-Around and the top 8 on 
each event to compete on Saturday for 
the individual events. The entire meet 
was extremely well organized and run 
by the meet director, Pierre Brochard. 


The opening ceremonies were very 
impressive with the lights and each 
country marching in as a separate 
group by spot light. The crowd was 
fantastic; very knowledgeable and 
enthusiastic. 

The competition was of very high 
calibre with 2 double backs on floor, 
many tucked and piked Tsukaharas in 
vault, aerials and back flips and double 
twisting dismounts on beam. Overall, 
the weakest event was bars with only 
Kraeker showing originality and risk. 
She does a free hip with a full twist, 
Korbut back flip on high bar, and 
Nadia’s bar dismount from one leg and 
in a piked position. 

The All-Around was won by Inna 
Mitrofanova from USSR. She has a 
high piked Tsukahara and handspring 



Scott Barrington Photo Donna T urnbow 


front on vault, high aerials and back 
tuck on beam, excellent swing and free 
hip on bars and a double back on 
floor. She is about 5’ tall, thin and very 
flexible and strong. An excellent all 
around gymnast with no real weak 
event. 

Second All-Around was a tie be- 
tween Lydia Gorbik from USSR and 
Steffi Kraeker from GDR. Gorbik is a 
well experienced veteran with a fantas- 
tic floor routine done to 2001 Space 


Odyssey with full orchestra — very im- 
pressive performance. She is somewhat 
weak on vault and bars, but fantastic 
on beam and floor. Now at 18 she is 
very beautiful and mature in her 
gymnastic performance. 

Steffi Kraeker is another veteran 
gymnast who has really improved since 
the Chunichi Cup in November, 1976. 
Her vaulting includes excellent piked 
Tsukahara and handspring front, aerial 
and back tuck, double twist dismount 
from beam, mounts and dismounts 
with a double twist on floor. 

Fourth place All-Around was Vera 
Cerna from Tchecoslovakia. She is in 
the mold of Filatova and Davidova, is 
looking 10, very small. She was by far 
the most exciting gymnast of the meet. 
She competes handspring front in 
vaulting, flip flop back tuck flip on 
beam, back stalder on bars, double 
back on floor. She has no twists on 
floor and her double back is done in a 
straddle tuck position. 

The American entry, Donna Turn- 
bow, placed fifth in All-Around and 
third on vault and floor. She was not 
really up to par as compared to her 
earlier competitions. Her vaulting was 
about normal, beam above normal, 
bars and floor below normal for her. 
In Finals, vaulting was very good, she 
fell off beam on a turn and was off 
balance on the back tuck. Her floor in 
finals was excellent, particularly com- 
pared to the previous evening, but her 
score went down. 

In the All-Around competition the 
gymnasts were divided into four 
groups, with four events competing 
with one gymnast performing at a 
time, the events rotating in interna- 
tional order. In the finals there was 
only one event at a time. The first night 
there were two judges per event and in 
finals there were 4 judges per event. 
The judges panel consisted of 6 French 
judges, one Italian, and one Belgium 
judge. 

Sunday was a day given over to 
relaxing and sightseeing. We returned 
home on Monday. 

(Continued on Page 24) 
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#121 UNEVEN BAR 


#134 VAULTING HORSE 


#136 HORIZONTAL BAR 



#108 VINYL PADDED LOW BEAM #141 CHALK STAND 


# 111 VINYL PADDED BEAM 
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Edwards Details 
NHK Cup Tour 


By Vannie Edwards 

The N.H.K. Cup is an annual 
all-around men’s and women’s gym- 
nastics competition held in the late 
spring in Hamada City, Japan. Only 
on very special occasions are other 
nations invited to send a guest com- 
petitor and this year the United States 
was represented by Kathy Johnson 
from Belcher, La., Jayne Weinstein 
from Eugene, Oregon, and coach and 
manager Vannie Edwards from Bel- 
cher, La. 

The competition consisted of one 
compulsory and one optional round 
with no individual finals. The N.H.K. 
cups, one for men and one for women, 
are magnificent trophies about 36” 
high and are presented to the winner 
for one year. A ye?." later the recipient 
must return to the competition with the 
cup and compete again for the title and 
the rap. 

In keeping with Japanese style, the 
competition was immaculately run 
with regards to time schedules and 
excellent apparatus. The women’s 
competition consisted of four events 
run simultaneously with five gymnasts 
in each squad. An entire round of 
competition took no longer than one 
hour and 20 minutes. 

Because this competition is usually 
only a national meet, and due to the 
oversight on the part of the women’s 
technical chairman, Mrs. Arakawa, 
there was no meeting held prior to the 
competition between the U.S. and 
Japanese officials to discuss or clarify 
any phase of the compulsory exercises. 
This meeting is an international re- 
quirement. The U.S. had no repre- 
sentation on the judges panel and after 
the first competitor on the balance 
beam, Kathy Johnson had performed 
and hit dead cold. I was left bewildered 
by the 9.25 score she received. 1 fully 
expected to see a 9.5 plus score 
awarded. 1 had already allowed a .2 
deduction for being in a foreign 
country or for home court advantage. 1 



submitted a protest and received an 
apology from Mr. Kondo, V.P. of the 
F.I.G., Mr. Kadowaki, director of the 
competition, and from Mrs. Arakawa, 
women’s technical director. They ac- 
knowledged the fact that no meeting 
was held prior to competition. How- 
ever, other than words, no adjustment 
was made in the score. 

After this event I witnessed their 
national champion receive a 9.7 on 
compulsory floor which wouldn’t have 
broken a 9.0 in the U.S. We foresaw 
this problem to happen throughout the 
meet for both Americans. We quickly 
revised our goals and Kathy and Jayne 
set out and successfully settled in and 
performed the remaining seven events 
with determination and poise showing 
complete disregard for scores. They 
showed all the class top American 
gymnasts should have. 

Enclosed are results. It is my opinion 
that Kathy Johnson probably won the 
meet by .6 to 1 full point over Okazaki; 
however, as reality goes she was 
officially awarded second place by .55 
of a point. Jayne Weinstein in my 
opinion should have been fourth, yet 
she received eighth place. She per- 
formed very well for her first interna- 
tional competition. 

Both athletes enjoyed the experience 
and received a great amount of 
international experience from the trip. 
They were very popular with the 



Gymnasts Kathy lohnson and Jayne Wein- 
stein, with Coach Vannie Edwards and his 
wife, Janie, are hosted for a sight-seeing tour 
during their recent NHK Cup Invitational 
Meet. 

Vannie and Janie Edwards, Jayne Weinstein 
and Kathy Johnson, on their arrival in Hamada 
City, Japan. 

Japanese and enjoyed a lot of pub- 
licity. They received many gifts from 
the Japanese and were encouraged to 
visit again. 

I would like to thank the U.S.G.F. 
for allowing us to make the trip and 
J.G.A. for their hospitality and valu- 
able experience our athletes received. 

Diary . . . 

After the competition was over we 
were free to do some sightseeing. That 
evening we ate a Chinese dinner with 
all of the N.H.K. Broadcasting per- 
sonnel. We enjoyed it very much 
although we used much sign language 
to talk. There was one man that spoke 
English to help. We made it clear, 
though, that we wouldn’t eat anything 
raw! Afterwards we played Japanese 
slot machines. We all had a good time. 


OPTIONAL RESULTS 
N.H.K. Cup, Japan, 1977 


Name 

Totals 

Rank 

S. Okazaki 

75.65 

1 

Kathy Johnson 

75.10 

2 

F. Hayashida 

74.00 

3 

A. Akaba 

73.80 

4 

S. Nozawa 

73.20 

5 

M. Ishimura 

72.80 

6 

Y. Matsumoto 

72.30 

7 

Jayne Weinstein 

72.05 

8 


We left early the next morning to go 
to the beach and the Sea of Japan. It 
was beautiful and we all relaxed. We 
walked the beach and took pictures. 
Later in the morning we left with some 
of the officials from the meet and they 
took us to a Japanese theater festival. 
It was a very unique experience. 
Although it was all in Japanese we 
could understand by the actions. They 
wore very elaborate costumes and the 
dances were like folk dances with 
warriors and dragons. We met the 
mayor of Hamada City and they gave 
us gifts. That evening we saw the men’s 
optional competition. It was very fine 
to see the best men in the world. 

We left by bus the following 
morning for Hiroshima. We picked up 
the “Bullet Train” here for Tokyo. It 
goes 150 to 200 miles an hour. It was a 
five hour ride but we enjoyed the 
experience and the chance to see more 
of the country. 

The next day we spent totally 
shopping in Tokyo before our flight 
left that night at 9:30. We shopped in 
the Ginga, which is a famous shopping 

We boarded our long flight home 
tired but happy. It was a good trip in 
most respects and we all learned a great 
deal about the Japanese and their 
customs. Pi 

MRG Reports 

Final Trials for 
World Championships 

Site: California State University at 
Sacramento 

Director of Meet: Barbara Parcher 
Suggested Date: Sept. 10 (preferably) 
or Sept. 17. 

After checking with the University, B. 
Parcher will confirm the date with N. 
Zabka. Eligible to compete in these 
Trials are those competitors who 
scored over 30 pts. in the Nationals at 
Iowa. They are: Sue Soffee, Lydia 
Bree, Toby Turner, Robin Swedelson, 
Ellen Garlicki, Ivy Kelly, Kathy Brym, 
Valeria Von Holst, and Suzanne 
Bowman. There will be no carry-over 
of scores from the Nationals. Gym- 
nasts to participate in the World 
Championships will be selected by the 
MRG Committee based on perform- 
ance in the Final Trials, but not limited 
to that. Although no problem is 
anticipated, consideration will be given 
to such things that affect U.S. reputa- 
tion and MRG development— e.g., 
behavior, overweight, etc. The time 
I Continued on Page 24) 


1977 JR. NATIONAL AA FINALS 

(Houston, Texas) 


Place 

1 . 

2. 

3. 


4. 

6. 

7. 

7. 

9. 

10 . 


TOP 10 ALL-AROUND 


Name 

Club 

AA 

Total 

Kari Lewis 

Arizona Sunrays 

74.33 

Gigi Ambandos 

Parkettes 

74.00 

Rhonda Schwandt 

Jetes 

73.65 

Christi Robell 

Nat’l Academy 



(Oregon.) 

73.23 

Sandy Wirth 

Parkettes 

73.23 

Lauri Carter 

Nat’l Academy 

72.68 

Melinda Tatum 

Hill’s Angels 

72.63 

Susie Van Slick 

Willingboro 

72.63 

Marcia Frederick 

Pioneers (Mass.) 

72.55 

Diane Dovas 

Hill’s Angels 

72.53 


TEAM STANDINGS 

1 . Nat’l Academy of Artistic 

Gymnastics, Oregon 219.90 

2. Parkettes Allentown, Pa. 219.75 

3. Hill’s Angels Wheatridge, Col. 217.30 

4. Desert Devils Tempe, Aiz. 214.65 

5. Fawnettes Syracuse, N.Y. 213.85 

6. Philadelphia 

Freedoms Pbila. Pa. 210.05 


GYMNASTICS HALL OF FAME 

CONSETTA CARUCCIO LENZ— COMPETITOR 


1933 

1933 

1934 

1934 

1935 


1937 

1938 
1948 


1952 

1952 

1952 

1956 

1960 

1946-1960 

1963-1966 


Competitor in innumerable American Turner 
Gymnastic Meets 

National A.A.U. — All Around Gymnastic Champion 
National A.A.U. — National Calisthenics Champion 
National A.A.U. — All Around Gymnastics Champion 
National A.A.U. — Parallel Bars Champion 
National A.A.U. — Calisthenics Champion (Tie — 
place) 

- Member of U.S. Women’s Olympic Gymnastic Team 

Berlin 

High Scorer — American Team 

‘First’ Optional Parallel Bars (International Teams) 

‘Fifth’ All Around Gymnastics (International 

- National A.A.U. — Calisthenics Champion 

- National A.A.U. — Side Horse Champion 

- Member U.S. Women’s Olympic Gymnastic Team — 

London 

3rd Place — All Around Team Competition 

- Served on U.S. Women’s Olympic Gymnastic 

Committee 

- Judge — U.S. Women's Olympic Gymnastic Team 

Tryouts 

- Judge — Olympic Games — Finland 

- Chaperone — Women’s Olympic Gymnastic Team 

- Judge — Women's Olympic Gymnastic Team Tryouts 

- Judge — Women’s Olympic Gymnastic Team Tryouts 

- lnstructor& Judge — American Turner, Baltimore, Inc. 

- Judge — Baltimore County High Schools Gymnastics 

Association 

- Baltimore County Recreation Department 

Instructor, Boys & Girls Gymnastics 
Instructor, Women’s Physical Fitness Program 
Substitute Physical Education Teacher in Baltimore 
County Elementary Schools 


Kurt Thomas First American 
Representative in Recent 
Years in Romanian Competition 


Submitted by 
Roger Counsil 
Gymnastics Coach 
Indiana State University 

Kurt Thomas and I departed J.F.K. 
airport on Monday, April 18th, as the 
first American representatives in a 
number of years to the 20th Romanian 
International Invitational. There was a 
four-hour delay in our departure, ini- 
tially because of cracked windshield in 
the airplane, which had to be replaced 
and then an emergency evacuation 
chute on the plane, was accidentially 
inflated. We began our journey, hop- 
ing that those two incidents were not 
ominous forebodings of things to 
come. We traveled to Frankfort, Ger- 
many, then Budapest, Hungary, and 
finally Bucharest, where all interna- 
tional flights to Romania arrive and 
depart. 

We were met at the Bucharest airport 
by a representative of the Romanian 
Gymnastics Federation, Mr. Silviu 
Magda. We were shuttled from Buch- 
arest by Romanian Tarom airlines to 
the site of the meet. We checked 
through customs amid a collection of 
personnel, and the customs authorities 
passed us through with dispatch. 

We arrived at the city where the meet 
was to be held, Cluj-Napoca, which is 
located in the northeastern sector of 
Romania in the province of Tran- 
sylvania. Cluj is a city of about 
350,000, the fourth largest city in Ro- 
mania. Upon arrival we were met at the 
airport by a bus which took us to our 
accommodations at the Hotel Napoca, 
where ten of the eleven teams stayed. 
The Romanian team stayed in a sepa- 
rate hotel. The competition was for 
both men and women, with the Ameri- 
can girl representative being Miss Les- 
lie Pyfer along with her coach, Mr. 
Dick Mulvihill, both from Eugene, 
Oregon. 

Each country was allowed to enter 
either one or two entries for the men 
and for the women. Upon taking in- 
ventory I found that there were repre- 
sentatives from the following coun- 
tries: Belgium, Canada, German Dem- 
ocratic Republic, German Federal Re- 
public, Italy, Yugoslavia, Poland, 
U.S.A., Hungary, U.S.S.R., and Ro- 


mania. The meet was said by the hosts 
to be a “checkup” before the Euro- 
pean championships as well as being a 
means to strengthen friendships in the 
world of gymnastics. 

The site for the competition was the 
Sports Palace in Cluj, which was avail- 
able for training every day prior to the 
competition. The competition, itself, 
spanned three days, with only optional 
exercises being performed. The men’s 
preliminaries were on Friday, April 22 
in the evening, the results of which also 
determined the all around champion. 
On Saturday evening, April 23, the 
women’s preliminaries were held, and 
on Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. the 
finals for both men and women were 
held. 

The equipment was good, and con- 
ditions for competition were, in gen- 


eral, desirable. Kurt had suffered 
somewhat at the hands of “jet lag,” 
but by the day of the competition, his 
adjustment was nearly complete. In the 
preliminaries, the men were arranged 
in three groups, with Romanians in 
each group. (One thing that we were 
not aware of until the meeting the night 
before competition was that the Ro- 
manians had nine men entered in the 
competition.) Kurt went through the 


preliminaries quite well, although not 
as flawlessly as in the American Cup. 
He had not been seen by many other 
competitors or officials prior to com- 
petition since he trained earlier in the 
day than most other competitors. He 
performed his regular routines with the 
exception of his high bar dismount 
where we decided not to do a full-out 
in the prelims, and substituted a 
double. 

At the end of the preliminaries Kurt 
was .2 ahead of Dan Grecu, the Ro- 
manian Olympic veteran, and he had 
won the all-around title. Kurt had also 
qualified in all six of the events going 
into the finals, which consisted of the 
top six qualifiers. The best Romanian 
floor-exer, Ion Checiches, used a full- 
in for a mount and a double back for a 
dismount. The Russian men were rep- 
resented by two fourteen-year old 
juniors, which I took as an insult until 
I saw them work. Both had doubles on 
the floor, and although somewhat in- 
consistant, worked side horse with 
complete body extension. One of the 
youngsters was doing a Magyar spindle 
on side horse and both had half-in, 


half-out dismounts on rings and high 
bar. The field, for the most part, was 
dominated by Kurt Thomas and the 
three top Romanian men, Grecu, 
Cepoi, and Oprescu. 1 did not feel, 
however, that the Romanians were as 
consistent, nor were they working with 
as much flair as Kurt. Since he won 
anyway, I feel I can safely say that 
without it sounding like sour grapes. 
(Continued on Page 28) 
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Prague Diary 


European Championships 


(Jackie Fie, WTC Chairman, Member 
FIG WTC, recounts the events of the 
week of May 9 through 14 in the Czech 
capital.) 

PRAGUE, CZECHOSLOVAKIA 

Most delegations from the 23 partici- 
pating nations arrived Monday, May 9, as 
training facilities for one or two sessions 
per day were available from that day on. 
Marlene Bene and I also arrived then, since 
FIG/WTC meetings and functions were 
scheduled beginning at 6:30 p.m. that 
evening. Marlene served as my interpreter 
at all functions and meetings during our 
week in Prague. 

My first meeting of the FIG/WTC was 
an orientation session at the Fucik Park 
Sport Hall at which time the newly designed 
electronic timing and scoring machines 
were thoroughly explained and demon- 
strated, so that each head judge would be 
able to so instruct her judging panel at the 
appropriate time. Other technical details 
and procedures for the competition and 
course were also covered. 

The master machine/scoring apparatus 
for each head judge was uniquely designed 
so that a red light would signal when each 
of the 4 judges had entered her mark. Only 
after the score of the Head Judge was 
entered into the machine would the 4 
judges’ marks become visible to the Head 
Judge. If the marks were within the FIG 
range and satisfactory with the Head 
Judge, another button was pushed by the 
Secretary to flash the average score to the 

For balance beam and floor exercise the 
time display also automatically flashed the 
appropriate undertime or overtime deduc- 
tion following the exercise if the appro- 
priate time regulations were not met. 


“The gymnasts had al- 
ready been drawn into 2 
groups with each group 
resulting in a good mixture 
of both very good to aver- 
age gymnasts . . 


The Jury of Appeal would also have 4 
such master machines at their disposal, so 
that they would be at all times aware of all 
marks being awarded by all judges. 

The Jury was composed of: 1. Mr. Yuri 
Titov, President FIG; 2. Mrs. Ellen Berger, 
President WTC; 3. Mrs. Maria Simionescu, 


Vice President WTC; 4. Mr. Max Banger- 
ter, Secretary General FIG; 5. Ms. Stena 
Pohnertova, Technical Director of the 
Competition. 

These first 3 persons, primarily, moni- 
tored the Jury’s machines during the 
competition with the assistance of Ms. Riek 
Fentsahm, Secretary WTC, who also served 
as the linguistic expert in communicating 
with the head judges and the Jury. 

ON TUESDAY, MAY 10 

The FIG/WTC and interpreters were 
taken on a morning tour of several 
historical and memorable Prague sites. 
Among these were: The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs:Cernin Palace, The Church of 
“Loretto," the Castle of Prague, the Town 
Hall and Horologue — Sun Clock, and 
Charles Bridge over the Vlatava River 
which provided another beautiful view of 
the Castle of Prague. Mrs. Matlochova 
acted as our very well informed tour guide. 


“At the close of each 
session, selection routines 
were reviewed on the video 
recorder including ques- 
tions and comments from 
the groups of judges . . 


The WTC met from 3:00 to 8:00 in the 
Park Hotel to discuss business pertinent to: 

— correspondence, continental and na- 
tional courses, protocol-minutes, work 
plan of WTC, division of duties and 
responsibility of WTC, current com- 
pulsory exercises, new Technical Regu- 
lations document, European Cham- 
pionships, duties of the head judges, 
judges’ assignments, and the judges’ 
course scheduled for Wednesday. 

FIG President, Mr. Titov attended the 
entire meeting. 

The gymnasts had already been drawn 
into 2 groups with each group resulting in a 
good mixture of both very good to average 
gymnasts. The draw had taken place after 
April 1, 1977 with Mr. Titov, President; 
Mrs. Berger, WTC President; and Mr. 
Lylo, MTC President, in the presence of 
the news media. 

Each participating federation submitted 
a breveted judge to work at the competi- 
tion. Since 20 names were received by Mr. 


Bangerter, the WTC approved the assign- 
ment of 16 judges for the preliminaries with 
four reserves, one at each event. These four 
reserves were then assigned to the Finals by 
the WTC. Each of the reserve judges was 
given a responsibility at their event: 

i. Vault— short technical analysis of the 
vaults performed. 

ii. Bars, beam, floor — number of 
medium and superior difficulties in- 
cluding composition of series on the 
beam and floor. 

A draw for judges’ placement was not 
used since the W.T. Assembly in Montreal, 
1976 voted against this and also since the 
majority of the WTC were not in favor of 
this method of placement. 

JUDGES’ ASSIGNMENTS 
PRELIMINARIES 
Vault 

Head Judge: C.A. Letheren — Canada 

1. A. Persson — Norway 
*2. R. Kovacic— Yugoslavia 

3. B. Slizowska— Poland 

4. E. Kunz — Switzerland 
•Finals: M. E. Ramos, Spain 

Bars 

Head Judge: U. Berg— Sweden 
•1. G. Doberl — Austria 

2. S. Hlavacck— East Germany 

3. A. T. Prorokova— Czechoslovakia 

4. L. Lens — Holland 
•Finals: L. Daveloose, Belgium 

Head Judge: J. Matlochova— 
Czechoslovakia 

1. A. Bottcher— West Germany 

2. M. Thiebault — France 

3. E. Lita — Romania 
•4. L. Bjerg — Denmark 

•Finals: P. Brown, Great Britain 
Floor 

Head Judge: J. Fie— USA 
•l.M.Fabri— Italy 

2. E. Romak — Hungary 

3. M. Andersson — Sweden 

4. L. Ivanova — URSS 
•Finals: C. Bulgarin, Portugal 

Video recorders would tape the entire 
competition for purpose of documentation 
and control. The head judges were given 
the authority to call conferences: 

i. when 2 scores were too high and 2 
scores were too low in relation to her 

ii. when, and if, the scores tended to rise 
from group to group in relation to the 

(Continued on Next Page) 


More European Championships 

(Continued from Page 13) 


first score of the competition; and, 
iii. if an obvious failure and subsequent 
deduction as stated in the Code of 
Points was not seen and taken by the 
majority of judges. 

ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 11 
The Judges’ Course was held from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the Annex Hall to the 
Sport Palace. Marlene Bene served as the 
official English to German translator for 
the Judges’ Course. Each of the head 
judges conducted the lecture presentation 
for her event and addressed her remarks to 
all judges present. Following the theoretical 
portion of the course, each panel of judges, 
including the reserve judges, took part in a 
practical review on their assigned event. 
The reserve gymnasts performed at least 6 
routines. Each head judge thoroughly 
analyzed the first exercise pointing out all 
aspects of composition and execution and 
the appropriate deductions. Both the 
average mark and head judge’s mark were 
announced. The same procedure was 
followed for the majority of the demonstra- 
tions. At the close of each session, selected 
routines were reviewed on the video 
recorder including questions and comments 
from the groups of judges. 

None of the proposed revisions to the 
Code of Points were drafted for this 
competition, as some revisions will become 
effective January I, 1978. Much of the 
lecture presentation and discussion em- 
phasized the judging of composition in 
relation to the rapid development that has 
occurred. It is common knowledge that our 
sport has progressed to the point that it is 
well ahead of the provisions and regulations 
contained within the Code of Points. 
Consequently, there is rationale for divided 
opinions in judging and evaluation. 


“Nadia Comaneci, with a 
score of 39.300, triumphed 
to win the all-around over 
Elena Mouhkina, the new 
Russian star, at 38.950.” 


That evening the WTC met again from 
6:00—7:45 p.m. in the Park Hotel to 
discuss: 

— the Technical Regulations, the official 
training scheduled for Thursday at 
5:00 p.m., judges’ assignments, Code 
of Points proposed changes and ra- 
tionale, and Judges’ Oath. 

Mr. Lylo, MTC President, attended this 


ON THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 12 

The WTC met from 8:15 to 9:15 in the 
Park Hotel to finalize the changes for the 
Code of Points that would become effective 
January 1, 1978. 

At 10:00 a.m. Mrs. Berger and Mr. Titov 
presided over the meeting of the WTC, 
delegation leaders, coaches, and judges in 
the Sport Palace annex building. The most 
important procedures explained and clari- 
fied were: 

i. Draw for gymnast placement, 

ii. Assignment of judges for prelimi- 
naries and finals, 

iii. Number of 8 gymnasts in finals, 

iv. The schedule for the official training 
in the Sport Palace. 

Mrs. Pohnertova, Technical Director of 
the Competition, gave details of organiza- 
tion for the official training and the 
competition. Marlene Bene again acted as 
the official English to German translator. 

At 3:00 p.m. all official personnel were 
invited to a very nice reception by the 
Czechoslovakian Gymnastic Federation 
Sport Committee at the Hotel Splendid, 
which served to officially open the Euro- 
pean Championships, 1977. 

The Official Training in the Fucik Sports 
Palace at 3:00 p.m. and again for the 
second group at 5:30 p.m. gave an 
opportunity for: 

i. The judges to become familiar with 
the scoring machines and procedures, 

ii. The gymnasts to become familiar 
with the equipment/apparatus, 
marching, and warm-up procedures, 

iii. A large audience to get a preview of 
the exciting competition to come. 

The competition hall, which can hold a 
capacity crowd of 18,000, was quite full for 
the top flight gymnastic demonstration, for 
it is not often that so many world class 
champions can be seen in the exhibition or 
competition arena. 

AT 10:00 A.M. ON FRIDAY, MAY 13 

That evening, the all-around competition 
took place before a crowd of 12,000 to 
13,000 people. Nadia Comaneci, with a 
score of 39.300, triumphed to win the 
all-around over Elena Mouhkina, the new 
Russian star at 38.950. 

Nellie Kim, the lovely veteran Russian 
performer, placed 3rd with 38.850. (See 
All-Around Results) 

There was one protest during the 
competition and that occurred on the bars 
for Ungureanu’s 9.650 score. The Jury of 
Appeal disallowed the protest. 

Of the 63 competitors, 23 averaged 9.01 
or better with the top 6 all-around gymnasts 
scoring an average of 9.51 or better in each 

A meeting of the WTC to solidify the 
judges' placement for Finals was called by 


the President of the WTC for 8:00 a.m. the 
next morning. 

ON SATURDAY, MAY 14 

The WTC also reviewed the film of the 
1978-80 Compulsory Exercises giving final 
approval for its availability to the member 
federations. 

Judges’ meetings and preparations were 
held at 2:00 p.m. in the Sport Hall prior to 
the 3:00 p.m. Final Event Competition, 
which was to prove both exciting and 
disappointing. A factual description of 
these events follows: 

During the Final Competition on the 
Vault, two protests were made to the Jury 
of Appeal. The USSR delegation protested 
the score of Nellie Kim's second vault, a 
Tsukahara layout, which received 9.70. 
(Her first vault, a Tsukahara with a full 


. . the Romanian dele- 
gation protested the mark 
of Nadia Comaneci on her 
first vault at 9.75, a Tsuka- 
hara piked.” 


twist, was not protested at 9.75.) The Jury 
of Appeal corrected the score of the second 
vault to 9.80; the Head Judge, Mrs. 
Letheren from Canada, had awarded a 
9.80. 

Soon afterward, the Romanian delega- 
tion protested the mark of Nadia Comaneci 
on her first vault at 9.75, a Tsukahara 
piked. (The second vault, a Tsukahara 
tucked, at 9.70 was not questioned.) The 
Head Judge's score was 9.70; however, the 
Jury corrected the mark to 9.80. 

This resolve gave the gold medal to Kim, 
since both gymnasts were tied going into 
the Finals. 

Nadia Comaneci and Elena Mouhkina 
went into the Uneven Bars Finals tied with 
9.800 apiece. Nadia’s exercise was, as in 
Montreal, excellently performed and com- 
posed with high risk and difficulty. 
Mouhkina performed 3 very difficult and 
risky new moves: a full twisting back somic 
(Korbut) catch HB, a full twisting clear 
(free) back hip circle over the HB, and a 
hecht from LB with a back tuck somic as a 
dismount. Her execution was very good. 
Both gymnasts received the same score of 
9.850 for a final mark causing a tie for 1st 
place with the 3rd place being won by S. 
Kraker from East Germany, who also 
received a 9.850 for her final exercise. 

Comaneci’s more difficult than Montreal 
beam routine with 2 back saltos added, 
received the only perfect score of the 
competition. Immediately following the 
beam competition, the entire Romanian 
Delegation (gymnasts, officials, and 
coaches) left the arena to return to 
Bucharest that day. 

(Continued on Page 24) 


Despite Challenges — 

Future Bright for U.S. Gymnasts 


While some of the coaching and adminis- 
trative gymnastics people in the United 
States were disappointed with the results of 
the Olympic Games in Montreal in 1976, it 
has become apparent that the United States 
Gymnasts will not be denied. The USGF 
has redoubled their efforts to produce fine 
gymnasts thru their many programs, the 
latest being a Junior program of systematic 
training. There are now approximately one 
half million gymnasts in this country, and 
while the American Cup results were being 
totaled at the Garden, some of the younger 
gymnasts in the United States gave an ex- 
hibition and absolutely stunned the crowd 
with their exercises. Kurt Thomas was just 
nosed out by one of the greatest gymnasts 
in the world, Tsukahara of Japan and 
Kathy Johnson & Donna Turnbow finished 
one, two and they were not even on the 
Olympic Team in 1976. There is a mass 
upheave); hundreds of letters from all over 
the country are crammed with enthusiasm. 
There are some problems that are being 
studied that are known but were brought 
out during an interview at the recent Mardi 
Gras Invitational in February by Joe Mac- 
aluso of the State-Times. The interview 
gave the athletes a chance to say what was 
on their mind. 

Many U.S. Olympians in the past Games 
have their views on support of the Ameri- 
can athlete. It's a complicated problem and 
one which will not have an easy remedy but 
Kurt Thomas, winner of the men’s compe- 
tition in the Mardi Gras meet, summed up 
the beliefs of the U.S. representatives who 
participate on the world level. 

“There has to be some funding for ath- 
letes. We just can’t stay around on assis- 
tantships at the universities. Right now 
there are only scholarships to support many 
of the athletes and that runs out when your 
college days are over. 

“If some sort of funding comes along, 
it’d boost our program way up. It would 
help a lot of older guys like Wayne Young, 
(who was another in the Mardi Gras field). 
He’s on an assistantship but it just isn’t 
enough money. Heck, he's got one child 
right now and another on the way. 


“We need Wayne. We can't afford to 
lose him. He was our top all-around man at 
the past Olympics and if he can’t get some 
help, then we’d lose our best competitor for 
the future.” 

Young, who was the oldest man in the 
Mardi Gras field at 24, was interested in his 
future, and he added the need for support 
of the athlete in a subtle manner. “A 
university would be wise to invest in an 
athlete with some sort of assistantship pro- 
gram just to keep him alive. Right now the 
colleges just don’t want you after you’ve 
completed your four years and if you get 
out of an academic environment and have 
to work for a living and work out to keep 
your level in competition then there’s no 
way to do that. There’s just no way.” 

Thomas added to that with an explana- 
tion of the Canadian system for their gym- 
nasts. “In Canada they’ve set up an elite 
program with the top 15 people getting 
some money plus room and board. But they 
have to work enough to stay in the top 15 or 
they are cut off. Maybe we could work on a 
subtle way to do this in the United States — 
like give us jobs where we could work and 
still participate.” 

The problem isn’t confined to the male 
gymnasts though and Ann Carr, runnerup 
in the women’s field, touched on the issue. 

“I really think some kind of support is 
needed. I saw some really talented little girls 
come into the gym who just couldn’t go any 
further because of money. 

“We NEED support for clubs or 
YMCA’s or something like that, but sup- 
port from the government or other souces is 
maybe 10 years away. I may be a little 
pessimistic about that. Maybe it will come 
sooner,” said the top ranking women's col- 
legiate gymnast. 

Kolleen Casey, a 17-year-old high school 
senior pointed her comments toward the 
same issue. “There’s a lot of potential gym- 
nasts whose families can’t support their 
work which leaves only a select few who 
can really develop their skills and abilities 
and there’s the gymnasts who just can’t 
because they just don’t have the money.” 


Bart Connor, another Olympian in the 
group, took a dim view of total govern- 
mental control. “If the government starts 
handing out the money, then it just might 
get too political. It just might be too much 
power for one group to have but it’s got to 
happen. Right now a lot of athletes are 
questioning themselves whether they should 
train for the next four years.” 

Another problem, this one particular to 
their sport, also came to the front in the 
discussion — the need for more development 
programs. 

“Right now our problem is the lifespan 
of a U.S. gymnast. We compete in high 
school then in college. That’s about seven 
years. The Russian and Japanese gymnasts 
compete from junior high years, through 
college years and then about seven more 
years. So they are the top gymnasts in the 
world because they compete almost twice as 
long as we do. 

“We need to develop more age group 
programs and then have the gymnast com- 
pete in some sort of post-graduate program 
to develop our people to the fullest. 

“It stands to reason that a man who 
competes twice as long will be better in 
competition. Our gymnasts have a compe- 
tition span of one and maybe two Olympics 
while their (Russia and Japan) gymnasts 
will go to two and three Olympics. We need 
to go from junior high all the way through 

to 28.” 

The three Olympians in the men’s Field 
last night gave a hint at a better tomorrow 
for their sport. They explained that with the 
nucleus of the five competitors who partici- 
pates in the '76 Games, that the U.S. would 
probably finish much better in 1980 at 
Moscow. They further added that a posi- 
tion on that '80 team would be tough to 
come by if the nucleus of Connor, Young, 
and Thomas, along with Tom Beach and 
Peter Kormann, stayed around that long. 
Kormann was the only medal winner of 
that group with a bronze in floor exercise in 
the ’76 Games, 




Oregon Training Camp 
Begins New Era For 
American Gymnasts 


Each gymnast was accompanied by 
her coach. Following is an evaluation 
of the Oregon Training Camp, May 
16-20, by Coach Fritz Reiter. 

The National Team Training Camp 
held at the Oregon National Academy 
of Gymnastics was a very positive 
experience especially for the coaches 
involved. In order for a critique to be 
of constructive value and helpful, two 
ingredients must be achieved; 1st: 
objectivity, 2nd: if negative aspects are 
apparent, solutions or suggestions of 
improvements ought to be cited. 

I will try to stay within these limits. 
From last day’s coaches’ evaluation I 
gather that praise will be mentioned 
and that it would be repetitious to put 
it in writing. Therefore, it is of 
constructive value to mention what in 
my opinion could be improved on 
occasion of the next USGF National 
Team Training Camp. 

1 . We all appreciated the superb 
accommodations. However, we ought 
to spend the money in areas most help- 
ful for the purpose and not for food — 
quantities which are not to be con- 
sumed or for the pleasure of the 
individual gymnasts. And what is 
needed most is a specially prepared 
training diet under the supervision of 
our team nutritionist (which we ought 
to have). This would give the gymnasts 
an actual experience of their specific 
food intake requirements. Then they 
can be given the task to reduce their fat 
content by the next training camp or 
lose their standing on the National 
Team. At the moment we hear lectures 
that bore the kids but they still get 
upset when they learn about their 
body’s fat composure. They are deso- 
late thinking that they can do little 
about it because most of them are 
already on a DIET anyhow. A well 
prepared and in fact actually demon- 
strated daily and weekly food intake 
table would have a vast impact on the 
total USA program. We have many 
young ladies who are very close to 
getting their Double Back Somersault 
and I venture to say that most of them 
would be doing them had they less 
body fat to carry. 


2. Secondly, what in my opinion is 
most urgently needed among gymnasts 
of the United States, is the ability to 
perform under pressure. This could 
partly be improved with the help of 
a competent psychologist/psychiatrist 
being actually on location, observing, 
suggesting and working with the 
coaches, and, if need be, talking to the 
gymnasts. Much could be accomplished 
in these areas, much more than 
showing the kids how smart WE are 
and letting them listen for hours to our 
technical know-how after which they 
go home and ask their own coach 
anyhow to find out what to do. 

For complete team 
picture see Center Fold . . . 


3. Thirdly, if on the other hand the 
camp was aimed for the gymnast the 
workload was far too little. No time 
was allotted for them to find out how 
tired they can be and still be able to 
perform or what it actually feels like 
working to fatique point, as was 
suggested in the lectures, for the 
improvement of the anaerobic-capacity 
which appears to be partly responsible 
for the development of speed and 
reflexes. 

Seen from this standpoint nothing 
has been accomplished that will ac- 
tually improve our score— the girls will 
continue to fall off the beam or miss a 
landing or become hesitant and they 
will continue to “almost” have a 
Double Back (except for one or two) 
because they will continue to struggle 
to maintain a body fat content of 
15-18% instead of 3-4% as the best 
Europeans do. 

Linda Metheny’s Floor Exercise and 
Beam sessions on compulsories were of 
the highest quality and might prove the 
points I made above by the fact that 
they showed what these compulsory 
routines really could look like; draw- 
back — not enough time was allotted 
for this. 


Pattsy Wester’s dance workshops 
fall into this category. Pattsy is one of 
the most professional people in her 
area and we coaches can learn from her 
as much of how she teaches as the kids 
from what she teaches. Concluding — it 
was a step into the right direction and 
every long journey starts with the First 
Step — let’s continue to walk together. 

Mulvihill Comments 

For the first general get-together, I 
felt that a lot was accomplished in 
bringing the youngsters together and 
acquainting them in both gymnas- 
tic and non-gymnastic activities. I 
also feel that they have begun to realize 
the serious aspects of the program and 
left with added zeal toward becoming 
the best possible gymnasts that they 
can. The two discussions by Doctor 
English and Doctor Davis were well 
worth while and I believe it is extremely 
important that medical records and 
sports medicine research begin with 
this group of girls. If this is to be a 
longitudinal, worthwhile program the 
sports medicine aspects are extremely 
important and should be formulated 
immediately for a long range program 
. . . regarding both training and selec- 
tion of gymnasts. 

Again, the dance aspects as directed 
by Patti were excellent and with added 
modern and jazz instruction this part 
of the program should be very valu- 
able. If possible, even more time could 
be spent in this area . . . perhaps as 
much as four hours per day. 

I would like to see more input by all 
of the coaches into the training aspects 
of the program prior to the training 
camps. There should be more defini- 
tion as to what is going to be done and 
exactly when. The training program 
should be well defined and carried out. 

All in all I believe we have a good 
start, however somewhat late as we 
have a lot of catching up to do. 

The weakest areas are still vaulting 
and bars and we have to move a lot 
faster with our drills, interchange of 
ideas and such than we have so far. I 
strongly feel that we still are not on the 
right track so far as vaulting is 
concerned and that we need some 
outside help in this area. 

COACHING STAFF: 

Scotl Crouse 

Vannie Edwards, Coordinator 

Jim Gault 

Tom Jones 

Linda Metheny 

Dick Mulvihill 

Pattsy Wester ■ ^ P rr 


Brown Elected 
Hall of Fame 


MARGARET C. BROWN, Ed.D., L.L.D. 
[hon.] — NOTEWORTHY 
CONTRIBUTOR 

Dr. Margaret C. Brown is Professor 
Emeritus of Panzer College of Physical 
Education and Hygiene which merged with 
Montclair State College in 1958. A graduate 
of the McGill School of Physical Educa- 
tion, she received bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Rutgers University, the 
doctorate in the administration of higher 
education from New York University, and 
honorary degree of Doctor of Laws from 
Montclair State College. She taught in 
public schools, in the New Jersey teacher- 
training summer schools of the 1920’s, 
served as professor of Education and 
president of Panzer College until 1958 and 
then as executive secretary and archivist for 
the New Jersey Association for Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation. 

Widely known for her innovations in 
teacher education, Dr. Brown’s achieve- 
ments have been professionally recognized 
with many awards including the honor 
award of the New Jersey Association for 
Health, Physical Education and Recrea- 
tion, the honor award of the Eastern 
District of the AAHPER, and Nationally, 
both the William G. Anderson Award and 
the honor award of the American Associa- 
tion for Health, Physical Education and 
Recreation. She is the author of a number 
of professional articles and research 
studies, and co-author of a recent book on 
movement education published by Addi- 
son-Wesley, Reading, Massachusetts. 

Over the years, Dr. Brown has held 
offices in many professional and civic 
organizations. She is a past president of 
both the New Jersey Association of Health, 
Physical Education and Recreation, and of 
the New Jersey Association of Colleges and 
Universities. As administrator, educator, 
writer and speaker, she has given many 
addresses and lecture demonstrations for 
professional and community groups. She is 
presently a member of the Mayor’s Council 
on Senior Citizens, a member of the board 
of trustees of the Senior Citizens Housing 
Association and Corporation of East 
Orange, and the East Orange Bicentennial 
Executive Committee. On the international 
scene, Dr. Brown served as an official with 
the United States Women’s Olympic Gym- 
nastic team at the Olympic Games in 
Berlin, London and Helsinki, and repre- 
sented the AAU at the World Gymnastic 
Championships in Prague in 1938. In 
addition, she represented the NJAHPER at 
Congresses of the International Association 
for Physical Education and Sports for Girls 
and Women in Washington, Koln, and 


THE GYMNASTIC 
EQUIPMENT SPECIALISTS 

Gym Master's dynamically designed gymnastic 
equipment for colleges and universities is built to 
rigid specifications for International competition 
and known the world over for its excellence in 
quality and performance. 

Look to Gym Master— where new ideas, new 
safety features, new and better materials are 
constantly producing the most functional, 
most efficient gymnastic equipment. 

3200 SOUTH ZUNI STREET 
ENGLEWOOD, COLO. 80110 U.S.A. 



WOMEN'S NATIONAL TEAM 


1. DONNA TURNBOW 
Bellflower, Ca. 

Kips, Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 
Coach: Jim Fountaine 
Age: 15 

2. KATHY JOHNSON 
Belcher, La. 

Olympia Training Center 
Coach: Vannie Edwards 
Age: 17 

3. LISA CAWTHRON 
Arlington, Texas 
Arlington Gymnastics Club 
Coach: Bill Valentine 
Age: 15 

4. DENISE CHESHIRE 
Burbank, Ca. 

Gymnastics Olympica, 

Van Nuys, Ca. 

Coach: Fritz Reiter 
Age: 18 

5. LESLIE WOLFSBERGER 
Westminister, Ca. 

SCATS 

Coach: Scott Crouse 
Age: 17 

6. ANDRA TURNER 
Westminister, Ca. 

SCATS 

Coach: Scott Crouse 
Age: 15 

7. SHARON SHAPIRO 
Arleta, Ca. 

Gymnastics Olympica, 

Van Nuys, Ca. 

Coach: Fritz Reiter 
Age: 15 

8. DONNA KEMP 
Westminister, Ca. 

SCATS 

Coach: Scott Crouse 
Age: 15 

9. LESLIE RUSSO 
Durham, Conn. 

Southern Connecticut Gym Club, 
New Haven, Conn. 

Coaches: Muriel Grossfeld 
Don Peters 

Age: 14 

10. SHARI SMITH 
Long Beach, Ca. 

Kips, Santa Fe Springs, Ca. 
Coach: Jim Fountaine 
Age: 17 
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First Training Camp's To 





Wouldn't you be smiling, too? Gathered together for a team picture are the top 
20 girls who participated in America's first intensive team training program for 
gymnasts this May at Eugene, Oregon. USGF considers these 20 the basis of the 
United States 1980 Olympic Team, and the training camp the culmination of a 
dream and the beginning of an intensive developmental program planned for 
even further expansion in future years. The 10 senior winners of the USA 
Championships and the 10 National Junior Team gymnasts include, bottom 


WOMEN'S NATIONAL JR. TEAM 


3 20— Moscow Bound?? 



row, left to right, Leslie Wolfsberger, Donna Kemp, and Leslie Russo. Second 

row, hands on bars, Colleen Michaels, Andra Turner, Kelly McCoy, Christi 

Robell, Kristi Rechlin, Stephanie Willim. Middle group, leaning on bar, (ackie 

Cassello, Donna Turnbow, Sharon Shapiro, Leslie Pyfer, Linda Kardos, Jayne | 

Weinstein, and Merilyn Chapman. Top row, Shari Smith, Lisa Cawthron, Kathy 

Johnson, and Denise Cheshire. Staff photo by Warren Morgan, Eugene 

Register-Guard. 


1. MERILYN CHAPMAN 
Diablo, Ca. 

Diablo Gymnastics Club 
Coach: Jim Gault 
Age: 15 

2. LESLIE PYFER 
Eugene, Oregon 
National Academy 
Coaches: Dick Mulvihill 

Linda Metheny 

Age: 13 

3. STEPHANIE WILLIM 
Bethesda, MD 

MG Gymnastics 

Coaches: Margie & Greg Weiss 

Age: 12 

4. KELLY MCCOY 
Kettering, Ohio 

TWIGS Christian Gymnastics 
Club, Miamisberg, Ohio 
Coach: Tom Jones 
Age: 13 

5. JAYNE WEINSTEIN 
Eugene, Oregon 
National Academy 
Coaches: Dick Mulvihill 

Linda Metheny 

Age: 13 

6. CHRISTI ROBELL 
Eugene, Oregon 
National Academy 
Coaches: Dick Mulvihill 

Linda Metheny 

Age: 11 

7. KRISTI RECHLIN 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Desert Devils 
Coach: Stormy Eaton 
Age: 12 

8. LINDA KARDOS 
East Vandergrift, Pa. 
Gym-Dandys, Washington, Pa. 
Coach: Danny Warbutton 
Age: 15 

9. COLLEEN MICHAELS 
Cypress, Ca. 

SCATS, Westminster, Ca. 
Coach: Scott Crouse 
Age: 13 

10. JACKIE CASSELLO 
South Hempstead, N.Y. 
Schnaars Gymnastic Center 
Coaches: Dick & Marilyn 
Schnaars 


Age: 11 


MRG's Sue Soffee Breaks Magic 
9.0 Barrier at the Maple Leaf 


By Norma Zabka 

Those of us who have followed U.S. 
involvement in Artistic Gymnastics on 
an international level over many years 
remember what an important time it 
was when a U.S. woman finally 
received a 9.0 score in international 
competition. 

At this year’s Maple Leaf Invita- 
tional Meet in Toronto, 16 year old Sue 
Soffee of Los Angeles made history in 
Modern Rhythmic Gymnastics. On the 
first day of competition, Sue scored 
9.25 in the Ball and 8.85 in the three 
other events (Rope, Hoop, Ribbon). 
During the finals, Sue improved her 
Ball score to 9.3 and raised her Rope to 
9.0 and her Hoop to 9.05. The better 
scores during Finals were not the result 
of generally higher judgments as the 
number of gymnasts who improved 
their score was about equally distrib- 
uted with those who received lower 
scores. 

To date, the U.S. A. has been only 
represented internationally in two 
World Championships (Rotterdam, 

1973 and Madrid, 1975) and two 
Invitational Meets (Czechoslovakia, 

1974 and Canada, 1976). We, therefore 
valued the opportunity to have Sue 
Soffee, Lydia Bree, and Toby Turner 
represent the USGF at this Maple Leaf 
Meet. It should be noted that only two 
competitors (Sue Soffee and Kathy 
Brym) of those eligible for the upcom- 
ing Final Trials for World Champion- 
ships previously have had international 
exposure. The Maple Leaf Meet pro- 
vided the girls’ first experience working 
with live accompaniment and, I be- 
lieve, competing internationally will 
play an important motivating force for 
sharpening up routines. At our Na- 
tional Championships, at the Univer- 
sity of Iowa, it was clear to all that our 
gymnasts’ performances are definitely 
on the upswing and we look to keen 
competition at the Final Trials, Sept. 
17th, at the University of California at 
Sacramento and the World Champion- 
ships in Basel, Switzerland, Oct. 13-16, 
1977. 

Back to our history making 1977 


Maple Leaf Meet. Our three com- 
petitors, Sue Soffee and Lydia Bree, 
coached by Alla Svirskiy, and Toby 
Turner, coached by Barbara Parcher, 
met with our Maple Leaf Coach, 
Monika Volkmann, three days prior to 
the official invitation date in order to 
work with Annette Cohen, Pianist, of 
Sacramento. All teams were assigned 
to individual homes and our team was 
hosted by the President of the Cana- 
dian MRG Federation and newly 
elected member of FIG Modern Rhyth- 
mic Gymnastics Comm., Mrs. Evelyn 
Koop. There are advantages and 
disadvantages to having accommoda- 
tions of this sort, but the team could 
not have been better U.S. representa- 
tives. While living and competing, all 
three girls worked cooperatively and 
happily. They were a delight. 

On Thursday, June 9th, the Bulgar- 
ian and Czechoslovak delegations ar- 
rived. Switzerland had cancelled the 
trip and at the very last minute West 
Germany pulled out of competition as 
their top gymnast, Carmen Rischer, 
suffered an injury. Canada, of course, 
was disappointed. They would have 
invited another country if they had 
more advance notice. For our pur- 
poses, the impact of an international 
experience would not have been sub- 
stantially increased with two more 
countries. Practices were scheduled on 
Thursday and Friday at Seneca College 
Sports Centre, the site of the Meet, 
which started at 6:30 P.M. on Friday. 

During the Opening Ceremonies, 
greetings and welcome were extended 
by Jutta Muller, Canada’s very capable 
Technical Director. Following opening 
remarks by Evelyn Koop, a young 
lively group of about twenty gymnasts 
from the club Kalev Estienne gave an 
excellent and joyful group exercise 
demonstration without hand appar- 
atus. The competition began with the 
Rope and Hoop alternating. Norma 
Zabka served as U.S. judge for the 
Rope and later the Ball and Annelis 
Hoyman served as our judge on the 
Hoop and later the Ribbon. The 



Norma Zabka 


Bulgarians who have always excelled in 
Rope competition have cut back on 
their extremely fast rope work and 
relatively immoble torso work. The 
body work of all competitors was 
much more evident. In hoop competi- 
tion, innovation continues and our 
girls are working in the right direction. 
The Bulgarians continue their display 
of the dramatic which has subjective 
appeal. However, Valentira Ganeva 
would have improved the effect of her 
presentation if the strong dramatics did 
not accompany a pixie-type hair style. 

At this point, the Canadian Team 
deserves some attention. Although the 
Canadian team has shown great Im- 
provement in the last three years under 
the guidance of their National Coach 
(a full-time position), they entered this 
meet with less than their best due to 
injuries. Jana Lazor, one of Canada’s 
representatives at our Nationals at the 
University of Iowa, became the Cana- 
dian Maple Leaf wonder. It appeared 
she could do no wrong with her 
rope — each time she threw, it came 
back with great exactness. The Cana- 
dian audience loved it and their 
support only made Jana perform even 
more brilliantly. Obviously, Jana dis- 
played the ultimate that a coach would 
want in a competitor’s spirit. It was her 
greatest performance and it will be 
interesting to see what this competition 
will mean to her for the World 
Championships. 

In Final competition, Bulgaria’s 
Kristina Guirova unfortunately lost her 
rope in the rafters during a practice 
throw just before her appearance. 
Upset at having to use another 
competitor’s rope, Guirova walked off 



n 


the mat after only a few moments of 
her routine and was disqualified. Her 
elimination gave Jana a chance to gain 
a medal, which she did. Fourth place in 
Rope went to Sue Soffee. In Hoop 
competition, Sue was fifth. 

The Ball and Ribbon competition 
followed. The youngest competitor of 
the competition, 15 year old Iveta 
Havlickova of Czechoslovakia pre- 
sented one of the most elegant and 
sensitive routines I have ever seen. She 
finished second to Kristina Guirova by 
.05 whose spectacular throws and 
catches made her the winner. Valentina 
Ganeva of Bulgaria, second to Sugo- 
rova at the recent pre-world modern 
rhythmic gymnastics championships in 
France, was third here, while Sue 
Soffee placed fourth. 

Attached are All-Around results. 
One worked on the judging at this 
meet. There was no discussion at all 
except when Guirova’s rope was 
caught in the rafters. The judging work 
was very good with only small under- 
standable partialities offered Canada, 
the host. 

Following the competition, a lovely 
wine and cheese party was hosted by a 
Canadian MRG supporter. Sunday, 
our last full day in Toronto, came the 
Official Luncheon at the Westbury 


Hotel where presentations were given 
to our host, Canada. Exchanges of 
gifts by delegations concluded the 
luncheon. We then all continued as 
guest of the Canadian Federation to 
Ontario Place, a recreation island 
which was a nice way for our group to 
last be together. 


All-Around Scores 

1. Valentina Ganeva, Bui., 37.65; 2. 
Kristina Guirova, Bui., 37.55; 3. Yveta 
Havlickova, Chech., 37.50; 4. Jana 
Lazor, Can., 36.50; 5. Anne Marie 
Wong, Can., 35.95; 6. Sue Soffee, 
U.S.A., 35.80; 7. Debbie Bryant, 
Can., 35.50; 7. Debbie Bryant, Can., 
35.50; 8. Toby Turner, U.S.A., 33.80; 
9. Lydia Bree, U.S.A., 33.55. 


1 would like to mention one other 
especially gratifying item and that was 
our U.S.A. cheering section which 
included Mr. & Mrs. Bree of California 
and other enthusiasts from Illinois, 
Iowa, Michigan, and New York. 

And, just one last work . . . you will 
be seeing many more Modern Rhyth- 
mic Gymnastics programs, partici- 
pants, and competitors. It is now on 
the move! ■ 


FILMS 

Super 8 - 
in color 

1977 U.S.G.F. 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

America’s top women gymnasts are 
featured in this film. Includes all 
four Olympic events. 4 complete 
optional routines on each event. 

#36 Women's 300 ft. $32.00 Ppd. 

1976 MONTREAL OLYMPIC 
GAMES 

Observe the most exciting Olympic 
ever held with perfect 10.00 scores 
executed by Nadia Comaneci and 
Nellie Kim. See Andrianov winning 
routines in the men's events. 

34 Men's Finals 400 ft. $45.00 Ppd. 

35 Women's 400 ft. $45.00 Ppd. 

FRANK ENDO 

12200S. Berendo • Los Angeles. CA 90044 
756-3283 


★ 


★ 


NEW GYMNASTIC RELEASES from “KIMBO” 



Compulsory and Optional 
Floor Exercise Music 1975-1979 

Manual by United States Gymnastic 
Federation 

Pianist — Dennis Buck 
Objective: To provide official compulsory 
music for USGF 1975-79 National Com- 
pulsory Routines. 

Focus: Side 1 includes compulsory music 
chosen by the USGF. Side 2 has 10 bands 
of optional music including classical 
pieces, show tunes and contemporary 
piano selections. Manual includes Class I, 
II, III routines for balance beam, floor 
exercise, uneven bars, vaulting and music 
for compulsory routines. 

LP & Manual $9.95 

Manual Only $4.00 

KIM 4058-C 


Swing With Gymnastics 

By Noreen E. Connell 
Objective: To provide the beginner/ad- 
vanced gymnast with instructions and 
varied musical selections for competition. 
Focus: Side A contains a wide range of 
melodies appealing to gymnasts of any 
age, as well as a 2-minute warm-up. Side B 
includes several methods of teaching 
rhythm, movement, originality, composi- 
tion, focus, and dynamics to be used by 
physical education and special education 
instructors, in addition to gymnastic 
coaches. 

LP S Manual 

KIM 4027-C $8.95 


"How To" Design Floor Exercises 

By Doris W. Mathieson 
Objective: To gain a personal understan- 
ding and acquisition of those skills which 
enable gymnasts to construct a floor exer- 
cise routine compatible with natural tem- 
po, body type, immediate and anticipated 
skills. 

Focus: With the aid of musical selections 
and instructions, students learn how to 
look for creative moves, build movement 
sequences, pattern a routine, select ap- 
propriate music and more. 

LP & Manual 

KIM 4025-C $8.95 


. For additional floor exercise and gymnastic albums and manuals write today for your free 1976-77 catalog 

KIMBO EDUCATIONAL 86 So ' 5th Ave " Box 477> Long Branch ’ NJ - 07740 




gymnastic aides 

NORTHBRIDOE. MASS. 01534 


OLYMPIC FILMS 


1976 MONTREAL OLYMPICS 

Ind. Finals Women 350 ft. 45.00 

Ind. Finals Men 350 ft. 45.00 

Selected routines from women’s Team— All Around Finals 
400 ft. 45.00 

The individual finals films are complete with score board 
identification of all contestants. 

Also available 
1972 MUNICH OLYMPICS 
Ind. Finals Women 400 ft. 40.00 

Ind. Finals Men 400 ft. 40.00 

Modern Rhythmics by U.S.S.R. at Madison Square Garden, 
N.Y.— 1975 200 ft. 25.00 

All films are super 8-color 
Add Postage and Handling: 

S.75 for orders under $1 0.00 
$1 .25 for orders over $1 0.00 
U.S.A. orders only 

Overseas— write for postage information 


Total $. 

Name 

Street 

City State 

School Zip 


Beltz Wins Title 
At Sr. Nationals 

By Delene Durst, Meet Referee 

Joanne Beltz, Pennsylvania gym- 
nast, emerged as the top All Around 
competitor in the USGF Senior Na- 
tionals May 21 and 22 in Tempe, Ariz. 
She was followed closely by Sandy 
Maisenbach, of Arizona, and Kevin 
Mabry, of California, tied for second. 

One hundred eighty-two young 
women competed in the 1977 USGF 
Senior Nationals. This was a record 
number of competitors for this compe- 
tition. The caliber of performances was 
of very high quality with many of the 
competitors lacking only polishing to 
put them at the elite level. The degree 
of difficulty shown in most optional 
routines was outstanding. Back hand- 
springs alone and in combination, side 
and front aerials, and back somersaults 
were frequently seen in optional beam 
routines. As is often the case, staying 
on the beam seemed to be the 
competitors biggest problem. Vaulting 
competition was probably the most 
outstanding of the three events. There 
were several outstanding vaults of the 
highest difficulty. The highest scores of 
the competition were seen in this event. 

The Desert Devil Boosters Club, 
Stormy Eaton and his staff from the 
Desert Training Center are to be 
congratulated on a very well organized 
and well run competition. No gymnast 
was on the competition floor for more 
than three hours at one time which 
makes for a pleasant experience for the 
competitors. It was a tremendous 
competition and every young woman 
who competed hopefully went home 
feeling proud to have been there. 

FLOOR EXERCISE 
By Carol Liedtke, Head Judge 

The constant variety of the floor 
exercises kept the judges alert through- 
out the long days of judging. From 
robots to classical ballet the styles were 
enhanced with better technique and 
addition of dance combinations, 
modern rhythmic and modern dance 
contractions and elements. 

There was disappointment at this 
level in still seeing incorrect text faults 
in the compulsories; not only in floor 
pattern, but also rhythm, hand and 
head placement and steps. Some more 
frequent problems were lack of con- 
traction in specified parts; the mounter 



lacking repulsion from the hands; 
develop walks not showing a bent to 
straight leg; handstand not going 
through the side handstand and 
coming down heavy; standing up from 
the split section incorrect; full turn not 
on toe, support leg straight and free leg 
held too low and not back; tour jete 
lacking amplitude and split; dive 
tinsica lacking amplitude. 

There was still a lack of foot control, 
with small imbalances, ankle weakness 
and flat steps on connections from 
move to move. The flic flacs showed 
good straight body technique and extra 
amplitude of leg flexibility in the split 
positions enhanced the top routines. 

In optionals the tumbling lacked in 
progressive buildups, except for the 
best routines that combined four or 
five tricks in series. (Kevin Mabrey 
from Diablo included two aerial fronts 
in series, roundoff flic flac flip, flic flac 
flip with full twist; roundoff flic flac 
flip, flic flac flip; and other tumbling, 
plus several turns and good leaps and 
jumps.) She received the high score of 
9.5 in all-around finals. There were 
several double full twists but most had 
landing imbalances. 

Unique acrobatic and modern dance 
parts were more prominent than the 
“cute” style of last year giving greater 
value to the composition of the 
routines. Music showed more varia- 
tion, though each piece generally kept 
one major theme (such as a silent 
movie, popular rock song, or movie 
theme). Miss Cornell and others 
showed the torso contractions similar 
to Saadi, but in general this and head 
and facial expression were lacking. The 
use of pirouetting on the hands and 
double turns added to several routines. 

The all-around final scores ranged 
from 8.65-9.5 with 23 scores in the 9’s 
showing a need for improvement still 
in increase in tumbling difficulty, 
dance combinations, and expressive 
dynamics. Overall the improvement 
from the past was evident and all were 
enjoyable to watch and judge. 



ART STONE PRESENTS TO 


the z 
GYMNAST 


A full line of practice and com 
petition leotards in 100% 
stretch nylon and Lycra, 
shoes and records. 

A complete catalog is i 

available to teachers and A 

directors only. Write to 
your nearest office 
and include school 
name and position. 


ART STONE THEATRICAL CORP. 

200 Engineers Rd. Smithtown, NY. 1 1787 


ALL-AROUND RESULTS 

1. Joanne Beltz, Parkettes, 73.375; 2. 
Sandy Maisenbach, Twisters, 73.175; 
2. Kevin Mabry, Diablo Gym Club, 
73.175; 4. Gayle Anderson, Ozark 
Gym Empire, 72.7; 5. Sandra Skiles, 
American Gym Center, 72.650; 6. 
Margie Foster, New York, 72.350; 7. 
Mary Lou Young, Nuggets, 72.250; 8. 
Terri Harris, Spirit Gym Club, 72.05; 
9. Bonnie Jordan, Hill’s Angels, 
71.9375; 10. Pam Harrington, NFGC, 
71.875. ■ 


3007 N. Druid Hills Rd. Atlanta, Ga. 30329 
10021 Highway 66 St. Louis, Mo. 631 26 
5317 Excelsior Blvd. Minneapolis, Minn. 55416 



More European Championships 


(Continued from Page 14) 

In the absence of Nadia, the gold medal 
was then awarded to Elena Mouhkina with 
the second and third place awards going to 
Nellie Kim and Maria Filatova respectively. 

The floor exercise event proceeded 
without Teodora Ungureanu and Nadia 
Comaneci; the atmosphere became less 
exciting and confusion and uncertainty 
prevailed. . 

One can enthusiastically report that these 
European Championships demonstrated 
that much progress has occurred during the 
past year by many gymnasts from many 
federations. 


“Mr. Titov stated that he 
had a ‘terrible feeling that 
they had left’ and that he 
thought ‘withdrawing was 
very unfair’ . . 


Immediately following the competition 
at 6:30 p.m. there was a press conference at 
which Mr. Titov, Mrs. Berger, and Mr. 
Bangerter answered questions from the 
Press. 

The reported reasons for the exit of the 
Romanian Delegation were: 

i. Draw for gymnasts, 

iii. Placement of judges, and 

iv. Technical Regulations. 


Mr. Titov stated that he had a “terrible 
feeling that they had left” and that he 
thought “withdrawing was very unfair.” 

Mr. Bangerter stated that the FIG 
Executive Committee must take up the 
problem of Romania’s departure in regard 
to future competitions and the award 
ceremony for the balance beam medal at a 
later meeting in August. Mr. Titov stated 
he was against taking the medal away from 
Nadia. 

CONCLUSIONS: 

There seems to be a definite and 
immediate need for some positive action 
and decision making in order to avoid 
future problems and misunderstandings 
among the coaches, delegation leaders, 
judges, gymnasts, press, and general 
public. The areas that need either clarifica- 
tion and/or change are: 

1. The allowable point spread between 
the 2 middle scores. 

2. The allowable point spread between 
the average score and the score of the 
Head Judge. 

3. The regulations governing conferences 
— when mandatory, when possible. 

4. Specific regulations for use of the 

5. Procedures of the Jury of Appeal for 
allowing or disallowing protests. 

6. Procedures for conveying all scores of 
all judges to the official personnel — 
delegation leaders, coaches, etc. 

7. Method of assigning judges to individ- 
ual events. ^ 


European Championships AA Results ^ 

Uneven Around 


No. Name 

38 N. Comaneci 

8 E. Moukhina 

9 N. Kim 

34 T. Ungureanu 

16 M. Filatova 

39 M. Egervari 

37 H. Kunhardt 

42 1. Holkovicova 

57 S. Kraker 

47 M. Neascu 

10 E. Ovari 

13 D. Brydlova 

46 L. Matraszek 

20 M. Toth 

63 B. A. Emmrich 

58 P. Kurbjuweit 

52 V. Cerna 

41 B. J. Girardin 

14 I. Amrein 

55 U. Maiwald 

54 J. Krawieczek 

22 L. Bogdanowicz 


Nation Vault Bare 

RUM 9.750 9.800 

URS 9.750 9.800 

URS 9.750 9.700 

RUM 9.550 9.650 

URS 9.650 9.600 

HON 9.650 9.400 

RDA 9.500 9.650 

TCH 9.350 9.650 

RDA 9.650 9.750 

RUM 9.300 9.450 

HON 9.200 9.250 

TCH 9.450 9.450 

RFA 9.500 9.500 

POL 9.400 9.450 

HON 9.250 9.400 

RDA 9.400 9.600 

RFA 9.300 9.300 

TCH 9.200 9.400 

SUI 9.200 9.050 

SUI 9.100 9.250 

RFA 8.900 9.200 

POL 9.200 9.100 

POL 9.350 9.000 


Beam Moor Totals 

9.900 9.850 39.300 

9.600 9.800 38.950 

9.650 9.750 38.850 

9.800 9.700 38.700 

9.550 9.800 38.600 

9.550 9.450 38.050 

9.200 9.600 37.950 

9.400 9.500 37.900 

8.900 9.450 37.750 

9.500 9.400 37.650 

9.450 9.250 37.150 

9.350 8.900 37.150 

9.100 9.050 37.150 

9.050 9.150 37.050 

9.000 9.200 36.850 

9.500 8.300 36.800 

8.750 9.300 36.650 

8.750 9.200 36.550 

9.150 9.100 36.500 

9.050 9.000 36.400 

8.850 9.250 36.200 

8.800 9.100 36.200 

8.850 8.850 36.050 


More Antibes 

(Continued from Page 8) 

In general, the competition was well 
organized and conducted. The equip- 
ment was excellent and calibre of 
competition was very high for the top 
12 places. We were very graciously 
hosted and enjoyed the experience very 
much. ■ 

More MRG Reports 

(Continued from Page 11) 
lapse between the Trials and the World 
Championships are not significant this 
year, but coaches will be requested to 
attest to the fact that the gymnasts are 
prepared and in top condition for the 
event. 

Training Session for 
World Championships 

The Training Camp will be held on the 
East Coast Oct. 5, 6, 7 and departure 
for Basel will be October 8. Jeanne 
Sanders of Boston and Linda Chen- 
cinski will be asked if they are 
interested in hosting the training camp. 
A demonstration by the team can be 
arranged during the training camp. 

World Championship — October 13-16, 
1977, Basel, Switzerland 

The number of gymnasts for individual 
competition is limited to three and one 
substitute. Performance at the Trials 
will determine if a full contingent will 
be sent. Other personnel will be 
selected following the Maple Leaf 
Meet. Nominations are: Pianist, same 
as Maple Leaf, if successful; Judge, 
Andrea B. Schmid; Chief of Delega- 
tion, Norma B. Zabka - Annelis 
Hoyman; Coach, consideration will be 
given to those not selected for the 
Maple Leaf Meet plus additions if 
necessary. 

np, 

LOOK FOR . . . 

NEXT ISSUE 

Reports on Men’s Jr. Olympics 

Women's Jr. Olympics 
Jr. Olympic Training Camp 
Brazil Tour Evaluated 
Men’s National Team— Center Spread 
Tentative Program— USGF CON- 
GRESS 

Frank Cumiskey, “Mr. C” 

USGF— A Retrospective 
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European H 
Championships 


By Jackie Fie 
WTC Chairman 

Sixty-three women gymnasts, represent- 
ing 23 nations competed in the Preliminary 
Optional Competition. The gymnasts were 
drawn into 2 groups of individuals. 

The scoring remained very consistent and 
did not rise progressively from group to 
group in relation to the first score of the 
competition — 9.05 for A. Bieger. 

The score ranges of the Head Judge and 
the average score for both competitive 
groups are as follows: 


HEAD JUDGE 
Group #1 Group #2 


9.50 - 10.00 4 3 

9.00 - 9.45 6 9 

8.50 - 8.95 14 12 

8.00-8.45 5 6 

7.50 - 7.95 2 2 


The Head Judge had a total span of 
scores from 9.9 to 7.7 in comparison to the 
average score total span of 9.8 to 8.0 which 
shows a smaller differentiation between the 
exercises by the 4 judges. In particular, 
there should have been a wider range or 
span of scores for routines evaluated from 
8.9 and below. Judges must evaluate all 
areas of the composition and execution on 
even the mediocre exercises and not be 
hesitant to give the necessary lower marks. 
The purpose of judging is not only to rank 
gymnasts, but more important to award the 
proper mark based upon the perfect score 
of 10.0. If only rank order is the goal, then 
the all-around totals become meaningless. 

The Mean Score of the Head Judge was 
8.80 in comparison to 8.70 for the average 
score of the 4 judges, an excellent 
comparison. (Mean Score — Half the scores 
above and half of the scores below the 
mid-point of the score span, score No. 32.) 
In the preliminaries there was a line 
violation by 3 gymnasts, Nos. 13, 3, and 65, 
which lowered their average score by 0.10. 
Gymnast no. 65 also failed to end the 
exercise with the music, which was not 
taken by the 4 panel judges. This probably 
accounts for the 0.3 difference between the 
Head Judge and the average score. There 
was a difference of opinion by the judges as 
to whether a hand touch (0.3) or hand 
support-fall (0.5) occurred for gymnast No. 
53, causing a difference again between the 
average score and that of the Head Judge. 
No exercises were either under or over time; 
consequently, there were no penalties of 
this nature. 


My records show 5 conferences, namely 
for Nos. 28, 33, 19, 53, and 39. However, 
there may have been a few more. In the 
future I suggest that each head judge 
should make a note of those exercises for 
which a conference is called with a notation 
of the score and adjustments, if they occur. 

There were 44 full twisting backward 
somersaults performed by 39 gymnasts, 5 
gymnasts (Nos. 1, 62, 15, 16, 46) perform- 
ing 2 in their exercises. Four gymnasts, Nos. 


Total 


15 

26 

11 


63 


AVERAGE SCORE 
Group#! Group #2 Total 


4 3 7 

4 9 13 

20 13 33 

3 7 10 

0 0 _ 0 _ 

63 


25, 15, 10, 12, worked out of full twisting 
backward somersaults with a flic-flac. Two 
gymnasts, Nos. 48 and 42, performed whip 
backward somersaults followed by flic-flacs 
in a series. Two gymnasts, Nos. 54 & 21, 
performed 2 very nice layout backward 
somersaults in succession. 

There were 13 double twisting backward 
somersaults performed by 12 gymnasts, one 
gymnast (No. 57) performing two in her 
routine. Five gymnasts. Nos. 34, 16, 8, 9, 
63 , performed double backward somer- 
saults, with 3 (Nos. 16, 8, 63) performing 2 
each. No. 8 performed the first double back 
with a full twist on the second somersault! 
No. 63 fell on both double backs in her 
routine, resulting in the low average of 
8.30. 

Twenty Arabian and/or side somersaults 
were executed in varying positions of tuck, 
pike, and layout. Many series showed 
combination of forward, backward, and 
sideward tumbling elements. This occurred 
most frequently in the middle or second 
series. There were also 16 forward somer- 
saults in either tuck, pike, or layout 
positions, again most commonly seen in the 
middle series. 

15 out of 63 routines, approximately 
25% contained less difficulty than a full 
twisting backward somersault. These rou- 
tines occasionally received too high an 
average score. 

Many acrobatic elements were combined 
with elements from floor exercise gym- 
nastics causing a surprise movement or a 
change in level or pace resulting in many 
unique and original combinations. 


In general the level of acrobatic difficulty 
was very good and showed much overall 
progress since Montreal. However, in 
comparison to the difficult compositions 
performed by the best floor exercise 
gymnasts, approximately 90% (57) showed 
a lack of full risk equal to today's high 
world class standards. These compositions 
were appropriately deducted. 

There were only a few beautiful leap 
sequences and/or series. Most leaps were 
performed singularly or else in very 
“stock” combinations or sequences. Leaps 
and jumps with turns need exploration as 
well as new combinations of leaps in series. 
Gymnast No. 41 was noticeably superior in 
her performance and amplitude of leaps, 
jumps, and hops both as individual 
elements and in series. 

Finals — Optionals 

The new European Floor Exercise Cham- 
pion, No. 8 Elena Moukhina — USSR — 
9.90, performed the most difficult exercise 
with minor execution errors of 0. 1-0.2. Her 
series included a 1) double somersault 
backward with a full twist on the second 
somersault, 2) A round-off, flic-flac, I 'A 
twisting somersault backward with a step- 
out into another round-off, flic-flac, 
double twisting somersault, and 3) another 
double somersault backward. 

Maria Filatova— USSR— 9.90, the silver 
medal winner, also executed superb diffi- 
culties with a unique composition that one 
could classify as entertainment suited to her 
very small stature and childlike appearance. 
Her first series included a double somer- 
sault backward, the second series a 
round-off, flic-flac, full twisting somersault 
backward into a repeat of that same 
sequence, and the last series showed 
another double somersault backward in an 
attempted pike position. Her execution was 
nearly flawless; her composition is a 
gymnastic controversy. 

The third place gymnast, No. 9, Nellie 
Kim— USSR— 9.80, executed 1) a double 
somersault backward, 2) a handspring, pike 
somersault forward with a step-out into a 
round-off, layout somersault backward, 
and 3) a round-off flic-flac full twisting 
somersault backward. She performed a 
most elegant, mature exercise with only 
minor execution errors of 0. 1-0.3. 

Steffi Kraker No. 57, DDR— 9.65, 
performed a double twisting somersault 
backward in the first and last series and a 
round-off, flic-flac, Arabian tuck in the 
middle series. Her strong execution showed 
only minor flaws, as did the connections. 

Heidi Kunhardt, No. 37 — DDR — 9.60, 
opened with a double twisting somersault 
backward, followed with a round-off, side 
somersault stretched, executed a very nice 
handspring, cartwheel to the floor, and 
closed with a round-off, flic-flac, Arabian, 
round-off, two flic-flacs. The execution 
showed confidence and strength with only 
minor errors. 

Marta Egcrvari, No. 39— HUN— 9.50, 
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performed a round-off, flie-flac, full 
twisting somersault backward, a hand- 
spring, pike somersault forward with a 
step-out into a round-off layout somersault 
backward, and closed with a round-off, 
flic-flac, layout somersault backward, flic- 
flac. Dance sections with good amplitude 
were prominent. 

Ingrid Holkovicova, No. 42— TCH— 
9.35, performed an elegant routine begin- 
ning with a double twisting somersault 
backward, followed by a round-off, flic- 
flac, whip back, flic-flac, tuck somersault 
backward, and finished with a round-off, 
flic-flac, layout step-out somersault back- 
ward. She took several large steps back- 
ward on the double full and went out of the 
floor area, which was not seen or reported 
by the line judge. Therefore, her score of 
9.35 did not reflect a penalty of 0.1 for the 
line violation which did occur. 

There were no falls, time or line 
violations in the Finals. The absence of 
Nadia Comaneci and Teodora Ungurcanu 
in the Finals of the Floor Exercise was a 
disappointment, as good and keen competi- 
tion among the World’s best is always most 
desirable and exciting for the gymnasts, the 
judges, and spectators alike. 

The scoring personnel were most efficient 
and pleasant to work with. The electronic 
machines functioned perfectly for reporting 
of scores and duration of the exercise. 

More specific regulations, and in particu- 
lar closer score ranges governing judging 
conferences, must be agreed upon by the 
WTC. The head judge must know exactly 
when a conference can be called and what 
procedures for score adjustment may be 
used if necessary. These regulations and 
procedures must become public knowledge 
in order to raise the professional character 
of the judging process. 

COMPETITORS 

1. No. 38, Comaneci, RUM, 39.300; 2, No. 8, 
Moukhina, URS, 38.950; 3, No. 9, Kim, URS, 
38.850; 4, No. 34. Ungureanu, RUM, 38.700; 5, 
No. 16. Filatova, URS, 38.600; 6, No. 39, 
Egervari, HON, 38.050; 7, No. 37, Kunhardt, 
RDA, 37.950; 8, No. 42, Holkovicova, TCH, 
37.900; 9, No. 57, Kraker, RDA, 37.750; 10, No. 
47, Neascu, RUM, 37.650; 11, No. 10, Ovari, 
HON, 37.150; 11, No. 13, Brydlova, TCH, 
37.150; 11, No. 27, Sieger, RFA, 37.150; 14, No. 
46, Matraszek, Pol, 37.050; 15, No. 20, Toth, 
HON, 36.850; 16, No. 63, Emmrich, RDA, 
36.800; 17, No. 58, Kurbjuwcit, RFA, 36.650; 18 
No. 52, Cerna, TCH, 36.550; 19, No. 41, 
Girardin, SU1, 36.500; 20, No. 14, Amrein, SU1, 
36.400; 21, No. 55, Maiwald, RFA, 36.200; 21, 
No. 54, Krawieczek, POL, 36.200; 23, No. 22, 
Bogdanowicz, POL, 36.050; 24, No. 24, 
Canevascini, SU1, 35.750; 24, No. 21, De 
Keukeleire, BEL, 35.750; 26, No. 33, Biffi, ITA, 
35.600; 26, No. 40, Van Esser, BEL, 35.600; 28, 
No. 15, Pidoux, FRA, 35.550; 28, No. 60, 
Lennox, GBR, 35.550; 30, No. 7, Chatarova, 
BUL, 35.300; 30, No. 66, Audin, FRA, 35.300; 
32, No. 62, Bokay, FRA, 35.200; 33, No. 1, 
Marcos, ESP, 35.050; 33, No. 51, Johanssen, 
NOR, 35.050; 35, No. 45, Dekker, HOL, 35.000; 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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GYMNASTIC SPECIALITIES 


A DIVISION OF MODERN LINES INC. 
VISIT OUR CHALK UP SHOPS LOCATED AT 

Chalk Up Shop 
932 South Arthur Ave. 

Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005 

Chalk Up Shop/Modern Lines, Inc. 

11 Westfield Ave. 

Clark, New Jersey 07066 

Chalk Up Shop (Branch Office only) 

P.O. Box 435 

Twin Lakes, Wisconsin 53181 

Write for free brochure to: 

Modern Lines, P.O. Box 953, Clark, N.J. 07066 
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VISIT THE Chalk Up Shop -211 ELMER ST. WESTFIELD, N.J. 07000 
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SCORE TODAY WITH... 



Peds the original maker of foot socks, offer 
“GYM GIRL", lightweight sock, made for snug 
comfort and sure-footed performance, (50% 
cotton - 50% stretch nylon). Ask for GYM GIRL 
Peds at your nearest athletic equipment store 
or use our convenient order form below. 

SCORE 3 WAYS! 

1. A sure-footed performance. 2. A special 
40% discount for club or school group orders. 
3. . . . and for every package of GYM GIRL Peds 
sold, “Peds" will make a contribution to the 
USGF to help gymnasts compete in Inter- 
national Competition. Suggested retail price 79e pair 


Peds Products Inc., p.o. box 5<07 . riverside, calif. 92507 [ 

Please send the following pairs size A (Fits 8-9%) ! 

pairs size B (Fits 10-11%) Minimum order 12 

pairs — $5.65 (Calif, residents add 5% sales tax) 

Amount enclosed $ (No COD's please) 

CLUB OR SCHOOL 

ADDRESS 


More Romanian 

(Continued from Page 12) 

The final all-around finish was as 
follows: 


1st 

Thomas 

U.S.A. 

55.55 

2nd 

Grecu 

Romania 

55.45 

3rd 

Cepoi 

Romania 

54.45 

4th 

Oprescu 

Romania 

53.45 

5th 

Szabo 

Romania 

53.25 

6th 

Chiciches 

Romania 

53.20 

7th 

Keleman 

Poland 

52.95 

8th 

Skakodub 

U.S.S.R. 

52.90 


As is evidenced by the all-around re- 
sults, the meet appeared to be a show- 
case for the Romanian Team. Kurt had 
won the all-around by .2 on the first 
day, but when the results were an- 
nounced on the third day, the margin 
was . 1 . In the floor exercise finals Kurt 
and Checiches from Romania both 
carried 9.4’s from the preliminaries, so 
we knew Kurt had to beat him in the 
finals. Kurt, again scored a 9.4 and 
Checiches scored a 9.3, so we knew 
Kurt had won. When the results were 
announced, however, they had tied. 
When I questioned the tie, 1 was told, 
through our interpreter, that Che- 
ciches’ score was protested on the spot 
and changed. There were two Roman- 
ians in every group of four judges. 
Kurt Thomas won all-around, tied for 
first on floor exercise, and won parallel 
bars, as well as a second place in pom- 
mel horse and a third on rings. 

I am quite concerned about the fu- 
ture of international gymnastics if 
something isn’t done about this divi- 
siveness in international judging. 
Somewhat paradoxically though, I do 
feel that the U.S.G.F. is making great 
strides forward by helping our elite 
athletes, both men and women, to be- 
come better known in international 
circles. O 


(Continued from Page 27) 

36, No. 4, Leighton, GBR, 34.800; 36, No. 67, 
Mannerstrom, SWE, 34.800; 38, No. 30, Slater, 
GBR, 34.650; 39, No. 2, Bertocchi, ITA, 34.600; 
39, No. 48, Houter, HOL, 34.600; 41, No. 9, 
Neuhaus, SWE, 34.550; 41, No. 29, Morata, 
ESP, 34.550; 41, No. 59, Bunc, YUG, 34.550; 
44, No. 12, Goareia, ESP, 34.500; 45, No. 25, 
Giorgini, ITA, 34.300; 45, No. 26, Bernhard- 
sson, SWE, 34.300; 45, No. 30, Gratt, AUT, 
34.300; 48, No. 6, Andresen, NOR, 34.250; 48, 
No. 65, Kuttner, AUT, 34.250; 48, No. 53, 
Palmroos, FIN, 34.250; 51, No. 5, Alho, FIN, 
34.00; 51, No. 43, Palma, POR, 34.000; 53, No. 
49, Brandle, AUT, 33.950; 54, No. 28, Stubbe, 
HOL, 33.900; 55, No. 31, Vilhunen, FIN, 
33.650; 56, No. 17, Hansen, DAN, 33.600; 57, 
No. 23, Geril, BEL, 33.400; 58, No. 64, Alvares, 
POR, 33.300; 59, No. 56, Pedersen, DAN, 
32.850; 59, No. 36, Bore, NOR, 32.850; 61, No. 
61, Jacobsen, DAN, 32.850; 62, No. 44, 
Miranda, POR, 32.350; 63, No. 3, Hauben, 
LUX, 32.100. ■ 





Bring out the best in your program. 
Send today for your free catalog 
of gymnastic and physical education 
equipment. 


American Athletic 
Equipment 

200 American Avenue 
Jefferson, Iowa 50129 
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National Gymnastics Judges Association [Men] 


This article will be an effort to clarify 
some of the contradictions created in 
the 1975 FIG Code of Points relative to 
Eagle Giants on the Horizontal Bar. 

These are to be considered official 
interpretations by the NGJA Technical 
Committee: Bill Roetzheim Director, 
and Bob Stout, Fred Orlofsky, Bob 
Fisher, Les Sasvary, Don Nelson, Jon 
Culbertson and Sam Sargent, mem- 
bers. 

1. Giant swing to stoop in to seat 
circle forwards: 

Giant A 

Stoop in A 

Seat circle A 

Or A + A + A 



2. Eagle or dislocate grip giant: B 



3. Hop grip change from Eagle grip 
to double over grip: 

Eagle B 

Hop A 

Or B + A 



4. Stoop in, shoot out to Eagle grip 
and hop to over grip: 

Stoop in A 

Eagle A 

Hop out A 

Or A + A + A 



6. Stoop in, shoot out to Eagle, hop 
to under grip: 


Stoop in A 

Eagle A 

Hop out A 

Or B + A 


7. Stoop in, one eagle giant, hop out 
to over grip: 


Stoop in A 

Eagle giant B 

Hop out A 

Or C + A 


8. Stoop in, one eagle giant, hop to 
under grip: 

Stoop in A 

Eagle giant B 

Hop out A 

Or C + AorB + B 



9. Stoop in, two eagle giants, hop out 
to under grip: 

Stoop in A 

Eagle giant B 

Eagle giant O 

Hop out A 

Or C + AorB + B 



5. Hop from Eagle to double under 
grip: 

Eagle B 

Hop out A 

Or B + A 



10. Giant swing forward, roll to eagle 


grip: 

Giant swing A 

Roll B 


1 1 . Roll to Eagle grip, hop out to over 
grip: 

Roll B 

Eagle A 

Hop out A 

Or B+A + A 



12. Roll to Eagle grip and one eagle: 


Roll B 

Eagle B 

Or C 



13. Blind change to Eagle Grip: 
(Higgins roll) 

Turn B 



14. Higgins turn to one eagle: 
Higgins 


Eagle B 

Or C 
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UNITED STATES GYMNASTIC FEDERATION 


CONGRESS 


1977 USGF CONGRESS 
HYATT REGENCY MEMPHIS HOTEL 
OCTOBER 7-8-9, 1977 

The USGF is pleased to announce the scheduling of the 1977 USGF CONGRESS for October 7-8-9th, 
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel, in Memphis, Tennessee. We have received excellent rates and we are preparing the 
hotel reservation cards now. The Congress is earlier this year and now is the time to make your travel plans to take 
part in Memphis. 

Opening session is scheduled for 1:00 pm, on Friday October 7th. Several committee meetings will 
take place on the Thursday evening before, and early Friday morning, however, the first formal session of the USGF 
Congress (General Assembly) will take place Friday at 1:00 pm as indicated above. Formally, the Congress will then 
adjourn at 12:00 noon on Sunday the 9th. 

This years Congress will provide a new series of round-table discussion groups with coaches involved with 
our national programs at both the Junior and Elite level. A trend towards instructional sessions will be the feature 
of the 77 meeting. That coupled with reports on the events of last season and the schedule of events for 1978, to 
include the 1978 World Championships, the trials prior to that event and selection methods to be used. 

To make your reservation, and to receive the special convention rate, send your USGF CONGRESS 
REGISTRATION FEE of $25.00 to the U.S.G.F. PO Box 12713, Tucson, Arizona 85732., and we will send you 
an acknowledgement, and a hotel reservation card which you can complete and send directly to the hotel. The 
USGF registration fee includes the annual banquet, coffee on Saturday morning and in keeping with the wishes 
expressed by many in attendance lastyear, the social event we have planned following the banquet. 


SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS, CITY/STATE/ZIP and a check to USGF CONGRESS, for $25.00 to the 

U.S.G.F. Congress 
P.O.Box 12713 
Tucson, Arizona 85732 


OCTOBER 7-8-9 

rss'-s' ' El Memphis 


USGF WOMEN'S 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE 


Jackie Fie's report [from Recording 
Secretary Ruth Ann McBride] continues 
from the May-June issue. 


2. Competition Format 

a. Regionals 

1. The 1st day of competition will be compul- 
sories. 

2. The second day of competition will be 
optionals. 

3. The third day of competition will be the 
top 10 Event Finalists in each event. 

b. National Level 

1 . The first day of competition will be com- 
pulsories. 

2. The second day of competition will be op- 
tionals. 

3. The third day of competition will be the 
top 20 All Around competing in optionals 
only. Day 1 and 2 scores will be added and 
averaged. That average will then be added 
to the All Around Score for day 3 to de- 
termine the All Around and Individual 
event winners. 

c. Championships of the USA 

1 . The 1st day of competition will be compul- 
sories. 

2. The 2nd day of competition will be op- 
tionals. 

3. The 3rd day of competition will be the top 
20 All Around competitors from the first 2 
days of competition. Day 1 and 2 scores 
will be added and averaged. That average 
will then be added to the All Around Score 
for day 3 to determine the All Around and 
Individual event winners. 

3. Elite Regional Training and Competitive Zones 
Zone A will include Region 1 and II + Wyoming 
Zone B will include Region IV and V - Wyoming 

+ Kansas 

Zone C will include Region III + Louisiana, + 

Alabama, + Mississippi, + Tennessee 
Zone D will include Region VI and VII + N. 

Carolina, + S. Carolina, + Georgia, + 

Florida 

4. The Elite Competitive Calendar will be as fol- 
lows: 

Meet Date To be held 

in Zone 

1st Regional Qualifier Oct. 22 
1st National Nov. 5 D 

2nd Regional Qualifier Nov. 19 
2nd National Dec. 3 C 

3rd Regional Qualifier April 8 
3rd National April 22 B 

USA Championships May 6 A 


5. Equipment Specifications 

a. Wood Covered Fiberglass rails will be used on 
the Uneven Bars at all Regional and National 
competitions 

b. A padded beam will be used at all Regional 
and National competitions 

c. The same boards which were allowed for the 

1976- 77 season will again be allowed for the 

1977- 78 season 

IX. FIG Code of Points — USGF Medium and Superior 
Difficulties 

A. Each Region’s RTD Board will have the power to 
decide medium and superior difficulties for moves 
not in the Code of Points. 

B. These “difficulty” decisions will become official 
for the Region once they are printed up and dis- 
tributed by the Regional Chairman’s office. 

C. These decisions will be send to Joanne Pasquale 
and compiled for final action at the National level, 
WTC Meetings at the Coaches congress and the 
USA Championships. 

D. An addition to the USGF Supplement for medium 
and superior difficulties was distributed by Joanne 
Pasquale with request for comment by WTC mem- 
bers before becoming official-after June 1 . 

X. OFFICIAL 1978-80 Compulsory Exercise Texts and 
Comments on Exercise Interpretation were handed out 
to members of the WTC by Jackie Fie. 

XI. FIG WTC Progress Report 

A. Jackie Fie was asked to Chair the Committee for 
the development of the 1982-84 Compulsory Exer- 
cises. 

B. To contribute articles for the FIG bulletin. 

C. To be Head Judge on Floor Exercise at the Euro- 
pean Championships. 

D. To Propose revisions for the Code of Points. 

E. To assist with the updating of the “Brochure for 
Judges’ Instruction.” 

F. To propose corrections in the New Technical Regu- 
lations Document. 

XII. Miscellaneous 

A. Mrs. Trieber reported that her committee has al- 
ready started developing the 1980-84 NAGWS/ 
USGF Age Group Compulsory Routines. They 
should be completed by Sept. 1, 1977. 

1 . Donna Strauss will be in charge of Balance Beam . 

2. Maria Bacos will be in charge of Free Exercise. 

3. Fritz Reiter will be in charge of Uneven Bars. 

4. The Committee will be in charge of Vaulting. 

5. Bill Strauss will report which coaches will vol- 
unteer to test these new routines. 

B. NAGWS/USGF Practical Exam Report-Proposal 
to Certification Committee. 

Internationally rated judges in Groups 1 and II need 
not take Class III, II or I practical exams to judge 
in the age group program. They need only take the 
written portion pertaining to the compulsory exam 
at the level which they wish to judge. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruth Ann McBride, Jackie Fie 

Recording Secretary WTC Chairman 


USA Championships . . 

(Continued from Page 6) 

bling technique in them, there is a noticeable lack of 
accomplishment in the dance elements. The full turns are 
particularly weak; many gymnasts either drop their heels too 
soon, or hop the turn around, or lose their balance. There 
were several who did these turns well and were impressive 
because of the many who were lacking. Another weak area 
is in the leap sequence where the fouette hop appears. 
Posture is often lacking and the lifted leg is often not 
extended fully nor high enough. There were four gymnasts 
who did this part of the exercise well. 

Among the portions of the compulsory floor exercise that 
were improving were the backward roll extension and the 
backward walkover. Previously the gymnasts were splitting 
the legs well before attaining a vertical handstand on the 
backward roll extension. Most gymnasts have corrected this. 
We are seeing many beautiful straight handstands and then 
the immediate split, which is, in most cases, a full 180 degree 
split. The stag open position on the back walkover is also 
now occurring at the vertical position of the backward 
walkover, which is a noticeable improvement. 

The girls are beginning to get into the area of presentation 
of the exercise. It is exciting to see them expressing 
themselves and projecting some personality into their 
performances. 

COMPETITION IB 

Most impressive in the optional portion of the 
competition was the increased tumbling difficulty. Some of 
the tumbling combinations were: Handspring, front semi 
plus handspring, front somi; Flic flac, back with a double 
twist; Handspring, front layout with a full twist; 
cartwheel-side with a full twist; Handspring, front layout, 
handspring, front tuck; Back alternates ending with tuck or 
layout; combinations with Arabian fronts into round off, 
flic flac, tuck or layout. Two gymnasts attempted double 
twists — at the beginning and again at the end. One young 
lady did a fine job of hitting both double twists during 
competition. 

Because the tumbling skill and difficulty has increased 
there is an expectation among the judges that we may see an 
appreciable increase in skill and difficulty of dance elements 
and combinations. There was some degree of improvement, 
but it was not equal to, nor did it approach, in most cases, 
the tumbling improvement. Several isolated cases were: a 
double turn; leap sequence incorporating switch leg leap and 
other difficult leaps; combinations of body waves with turns 
and leaps, r-r 

WHO WILL GO WHERE 


BARCELONA, SPAIN, Oct. 8- 13 


ZWICKEL 

A Distinctive Line 
of Men’s and 
Women’s Uniforms 



Why Settle for less? 

FREE CATALOG 


ZWICKEL 


Gymnastic 

Tailors 


Kurt Thomas 
Roger Counsil (C) 


CHUNICHI CUP, JAPAN, November 10 - 22 


Donna Turnbow 
Jim Fountaine (C) 
Kurt Thomas 
Roger Counsil (C) 


Kips 

Kips 


P.O. Box 309 
Jenkintown, Pa. 19046 


WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP 




TOUR 


The United States Gymnastics Federation is pleased to announce the formation of a tour to the 1978 World Gymnastics 
Championships, to be held in Strasbourg, France in October of next year. We have arranged for hotel space, tickets to the 
competitions and round trip air charter from Chicago, Illinois. All this and free time for travel in Europe as well. 


TOUR PLAN: 


October 

October 

October 


October 


October 


15. Depart Chicago.lllinois via TWA Charter Boeing 707. 

16. Arrive Zurich, Switzerland (early morning) remain overnight. 

17-21. On your own, to see Switzerland, Germany or France all 

of them are just next door to Zurich. We can help you with 
any arrangements you desire, or be on your own until 

21 Arrive afternoon or evening in Strasbourg and report to the 
headquarters hotel. Rooms are reserved there for the entire 
world championships, including breakfast. Hotel is walking 
distance to the competitions. 

30 The world championships have closed on the 29th, and this 
morning we board trains or buses and head for Zurich, and 
on arrival board our charter flight and return to Chicago, we 
arrive in time for most everyone to make connections to their 
home city that same day or night. 



Complete and mail the following: 


Name: Phone ( ) 

Address City/State/Zip 


I wish to reserve seats on the USGF WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP TOUR-1978 in Strasbourg, France during the 

period of time shown above. I understand that the tour includes the items described herein, and that the period of time 
from October 17-20 is on my own although I may seek assistance in planning or arranging travel and housing during that 
time period. Cost of tour, subject to change only so far as air increases passed on to the USGF are concerned is $990.00. 
Limited payments will be accpted to hold seats and monthly or periodic payments may be applied to your account. We 
enclose the amount of $ to hold the number of seats requested above. We understand that there is no can- 

cellation fee and that all of our funds are fully returnable up to January 1,1978, after that date a fee of $50.00 will be 
charged. After April 1,1978 the funds are non-refundable, but as in years past if the USGF holds a waiting list that they 
will sell your space for you if at all possible. 

Signed: 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS TOUR -78. SEND TO PO Box 12713, Tucson, Arizona 85732 

France 1978 

UNITED STATES GYMNASTIC FEDERATION 

U.S. Gymnastics Federation, 4545 East 5th Street, Tucson, Arizona 85711 



n. ■ nr USGF MATERIALS LIST 7T M ft 


1. Code of Points tor Men— Official FIG 
Code for men, includes A-B-C parts with 
illustrations and all rules. A MUST for all 
judges, coaches and gymnasts. 1975. 
SI 5.00 

2. USGF Men's Rules for Competition- 

New: Book for Men's competition rules, 
USGF Jr. Olympic Age group Compul- 
sory exercises. 1976-77. $5.00 

3. Code of Points for Women— Official 
FIG, includes figures for difficulty rat- 
ings. S10.00 

4. Supplement to Women's Code— 
USGF Supplement to FIG Difficulties 
Classification. $1.00 

5. Age Group Gymnastic Workbook— 
USGF Age Group Workbook, complete 
with routines (compulsory) for boys and 
girls, ages 6 to 18, stick figures and 
built-in grading system for classroom 
work. $3.00 

6. National Compulsory Routines— Of- 
ficial USGF-DGWS routines for girls, 
three levels of routines now being used 
for nationwide school, college, university 
and post graduate competition. 1975-76 
Edition. $4.00 

7. Supplement to Rules and Policies 
Book— $2.00 

8. History of the Development of the 
USGF— Complete documented study, 
begins in early 30's, reviews amateur 
feuds of years gone by, leads to founding 
of USGF. $5.00 


9. Measurements and Dimensions— 1974 
edition, official FIG booklet on all 
diagrams and measurements for men’s 
and women's equipment. $3.25 

10. FIG Bulletin— Official publication of 
the FIG, sent directly from Switzerland, 
four (4) issues per year, valuable to all in 
gymnastics. $15.00 

11. Modern Gymnastics— Class 1, 11, 
1 1 1 , by Mildred Prchal . $4.00 

12. USGF Gymnastics News— Official 
word from the USGF National Office, 
listings of new books and services, 
technical changes and what's news- 
worthy on a national scale. Published 
every other month. $5.00 

13. Gymnastics Checks — Beautiful 
checks in light blue with male and female 
gymnasts shown on them. Mail sample 
of existing checks and all necessary info. 
Allow 2 months for delivery. $6.00-200; 
$11.00-400; $16.00-600, etc. 

14. USGF Crest— Embroidered cloth, 
suitable for use on blazers or uniforms. 
$2.00 

15. USGF Patch — Embroidered, suitable 
for use on warm-ups, blazers, or uni- 
forms. $1.00 

16. USGF Decals— Gold background, 
showing flag and USGF emblem. $0.25 

17. USGF Pin— Showing flag and USGF 
emblem. $1.00 


ALL ORDERS MUST BE PREPAID 


18. Men's Judging Guide and Course; 
1977 EDITION — Published in lesson 
plans to enable the instructor to guide 
his students step by step toward becom- 
ing a judge. $5.00 

19. USGF Luggage Tags— Red, white 
and blue, a must for all travelers. $3.00 
for 2 

20. USGF Belt Buckle-$5.00 

21. USGF Pen— Attractive white desk 
pen, with holder, by Schaeffer, em- 
bossed with USGF Symbol. $3.00 

22. Guidance for the Instruction of 
International Judges of Women's Artistic 
Gymnastics— NEW PUBLICATION— This 
booklet is designed to aid in the 
thorough and systematic training of 
judges. $5.00 

23. Official World & Olympic Compul- 
sory Exercises for Women— The Official 
drawings, text and music of the compul- 
sory exercises for the World Champion- 
ships in 1978 and the Olympic Games of 
1980. $1.00 

24. Official World & Olympic Compul- 
sory Exercises for Men— The Official 
drawings, text, and deductions for the 
men’s compulsory exercises for the 
World Championships in 1978 and the 
Olympic Exercises in 1980. $1.00 


“Official” USGF Gym Bag 


USGF Posters 


Carried by USGF teams on their trips abroad. 


Five Full Color posters— for framing or promoting events 



A. NADIA COMANECI in action on 
bars. 18" x 22" with words GYM- 
NASTICS, EVENT. DATE on 
bottom so you can use as pro- 
motion poster or cut off for 
framing. 

B. NADIA cover photo from News- 
week (left). 18" x 22". Imprinted 
as above. 

C. NADIA extra large 22" x 33" 
cover from Newsweek. No print- 
ing. 

D. OLGA KORBUT, reproduction of 
oil painting used as cover for 
1975 USA tour. 18" x 22”. Im- 
printed as in A. 

E. 9-Picture poster of NELLIE KIM, 
OLGA KORBUT, and LUDMILIA 
TOURISCHEVA. 22" x 33". Mag- 


ORDER NOW FOR THE SEASON AHEAD 


Girl Posters: $.75 each; 3 for $2.00; 10 for $5.00; 25 for $10.00; 50 
for $15.00; 100 for $25.00. 

Boy Posters: $.50 each; 3 for $1.00; 10 for $3.00; 25 for $6.00; 50 
for $10.00; 100 for $15.00. 


Send check or money order to: USGF, Box 12713, Tucson, Az. 85732 
Books will be mailed at bookrate unless payment enclosed for 1st Class Postage 
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